Easter 2015 Newsletter
Walworth Academy
Red Nose Day Special

Walworth Academy Cares!
Highlights in this
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As you know, Walworth ‘CARES’ represents our academy values that we teach and
celebrate across the academy‘s community. Our students and staff have yet again
demonstrated these values by raising a total of £1,600 for Comic Relief. Students also raised
a total of £1,300 for Médecins Sans Frontièrs to support their work related to curing and
preventing Ebola.

Thank you to all the students, staff and
parents for your support.

Your Kindness and Care.
On Red Nose Day13th March,
Walworth Academy students
raised:

£1,600
Which could buy over 470
mosquito nets.

You saved lives!

M e s s a g e f ro m t h e P r i n c i p a l
Dear Parent(s),
With the onset of Spring we are excited and encouraged by the performance of our
current year 13 and year 11. Their final exams begin very soon: May 2015. Year 12 also
have their AS examinations from May onwards. It is a daunting time for these students
whose career prospects depend on their achieving good results. They should now be
revising at least two to three hours every night and as much at the weekend as is
possible. It is hard work and determination that will make the difference for them.
All year 13 students have secured their offers in at least three universities each and two
students have now been accepted to study Medicine. The range of universities includes
Imperial, King’s College London, University College London, Queen Mary and Royal
Holloway. We are so pleased for our students and now they have a real incentive to
work even harder for their grades.
In looking forward, we are also excited to greet our new year 7 students and their families. We have already had our
introductory morning and the attendance was excellent. We have plans for all the new year 7 to have a full week with
us in the summer term so that they can settle in and prepare themselves for the transition.
With your child’s welfare and safety being our upmost priority, we are delivering lessons and workshops to the older
year groups around the theme of sexual exploitation. These workshops teach the girls and boys to be respectful of their
own bodies and the opposite sex, that it is not a norm to take advantage or abuse another person in any form
whatsoever. Similarly, we will continue to provide workshops for parents so that you can keep you child safe on social
networks.
To secure students’ safety out side of school we have an Information Sharing Group which comprises of:


PC Faraj, our school liaison officer



Hugh Folkes – Senior ASB Officer for Southwark Council



Vinny Gage, Police Officer for the Aylesbury Estate



Ken Dale, Anti-Social Behaviour Management Officer, Southwark Council



Leaders of the local youth service

We meet every 6 weeks to review any issues or concerns related to our students or their families. This enables a joint
approach to securing our students’ safety and success in school.
The BIG read – this a major event this year and we hope that you will join in. We intend all of year 7 to read the same
book at the same time as will their form tutors. Then year 8 and year 9 will do the same. We have purchased the books
for the students so that we can really share the enjoyment and fun of reading. The books include the following: in Year
7, “Iqbal”; in Year 8, “No Turning Back”; and in Year 9 “A little piece of ground”. The launch events will take place in the
week of 20th April when all the students will receive their books.
So, with brighter and sunnier days ahead if you would like to come and visit us, please do not hesitate. Just ring the
reception and make an appointment as we welcome our community to come and join us and see our staff and students
at work together.
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Ju s t i n e G re e n i n g M P
Justine Greening MP and Secretary of State for International Development visited Walworth Academy on 22nd January
2015.
Justine Greening MP was introduced by Kaii
Bailey (Year 10) and Andy Owusu (Year 13)
as a woman who works tirelessly to address
poverty around the world, fighting Ebola and
supporting countries around the world in
their fight to protect the rights of their
people.
Ms Greening is now fighting for the rights
for girls and women around the world to
challenge and eradicate FGM and forced
marriage.
Ms Greening spoke about the “Girl Summit”
hosted at Walworth Academy in July 2014,
as being the most formidable landmark in
the international battle against FGM and
forced marriage. As she addressed students
in a special assembly, she commented on the
magnitude of the event in hosting
international leaders from all over the world
who made their pledge to end FGM and
child marriage. Students were asked to
reflect on the opportunities they have and
how readily they take them for granted. Ms
Greening stressed the significance of Walworth Academy youth in effecting a real change and ending discrimination and
victimisation. Simon Hughes, MP for Bermondsey and Old Southwark, also visited to support this important initiative and hear
what progress had been made.

Year 10 are embracing this issue by working with a survivor of FGC and sexual
exploitation – Jay Kamara. It is their intention to create a delegation of year 10
students who will lead the education across the academy related to sexual
exploitation and who will deliver a strong message about the rights of women and
that sexual exploitation is wrong.
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Year 7 student voice
I found out about Walworth Academy from a friend who told me about how great and inspiring the school was.
So my mum and I had to come to see the school. When we arrived on the open day we met Miss Powell who
spoke about the school. It was amazing! She spoke about the Academy’s core values which are:
Commitment
Aspiration
Resilience
Excellence
Self-Management
The values represent the most common belief in the
school, ‘Be The Best That You Can Be’.
Miss Powell also spoke about how being part of
Walworth Academy is like being part of a family.
This especially made my mum and me feel welcome,
like we would always be fulfilled with success.
When my mum and I went to the other schools
none of them were like Walworth, they didn’t have
those special and powerful words, so there was only one thing to do… put Walworth first on our preference list.
If I hadn’t chosen to come to Walworth I would have regretted it.
I felt quite scared on the first day, but then I remembered what Miss Powell had said about being a family, so I
started to make friends.
Walworth is a school of greatness! Staff really do:
Care about everyone’s education - if extra help is needed it’s always there.
Have high expectations of our behaviour.
Provide help after school if needed.
Listen to all students.
What I love about Walworth Academy is that it is a strict but fair and loyal school. They put safety first and they are always there when you need someone to talk to, even during the holidays.
Written by Cheyenne Mendes-Micolo, Year 7.
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Year 7 student voice
When I first stepped through the gates of Walworth Academy I was really scared. Every student was really tall
and much older than Year 7’s. I thought I wasn’t going to find a new true friend, but I was wrong. I quickly found
new friends and everyone was welcoming.
The Academy may seem really big and scary, but it’s only because our Primary Schools are small.
I found about Walworth Academy from my friends from Primary School who had decided to come here. Everyone said it was a great school, so I decided to check the school out for myself. I really liked the way Ms Powell
described the whole school as a family. I am very happy to be part of such a caring family.
Walworth has very high expectations, but they are all fair. If you follow the code of conduct then they will praise
you as many times as possible. Why not do what I did and come and see for yourself?
Written by Donatella Csoke

Year 8 rehearsals for “Our Theatre”
Can you guess which famous scene the Year 8s are rehearsing?

Ask Mr. Rosser in CG55 to find out if you are right!
The play, Henry V, is due to be performed on the 12th June at the Sam Wanamaker Playhouse, at
Shakespeare's Globe. Walworth Academy is one of nine schools that were selected to be a part of this
prestigious event.

5

Fa i t h l e a d e r s v i s i t Wa l wo r t h A c a d e my
Three faith leaders from Walworth visited a local
secondary school to meet students with the aim of
celebrating our diversity in Southwark. Reverend
Macham from St Philips Church, Avondale Square
commented, “It’s great to be together as faith leaders to celebrate our differences and all that we
hold in common.” The students at Walworth
Academy were able to discuss issues following an
assembly addressing respect and understanding for
one another. Dr Abdul Raheem Musa from the Old
Kent Road mosque added, “I enjoyed having lunch
with the young people as it gave us an opportunity
to meet face to face and focus on what unites us
rather than what divides us.”
Reverend Mae Mouk from St Christopher’s Church
at Pembroke House added, “Students have been very
attentive to these issues and we have been impressed with
how the students have engaged with the issue of diversity
in the local
community.”

One year seven student said, “At Walworth Academy
we learn about diversity - respecting other people
and their traditions, so it was great to have lunch and
actually talk to religious leaders about this.”
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Brilliant Club
Year 5 students and parents from Townsend, Cobourg, Brunswick Park, Robert Browning, Michael Faraday
and Grange primary school had a fantastic day at Royal Holloway University when they graduated from
their studies in the “Brilliant Club”.
At “Brilliant Club” every student had written a thousand-word thesis. This is an extended piece of academic writing.
They had participated in an after school five-week seminar programme. The students enjoyed working with a PhD
tutor at Walworth Academy, studying in detail an aspect of History. The challenge was then to go away in their own
time and write their thesis, meeting a very tight deadline. This process exactly mirrors the way that university
undergraduate students study, to give the primary students a taste of what’s to come!

“A Call to Arms”
Olamide Adepeju

Ibrahim Saine Mbai

No more trying to run away

Let us stop this racism!
We are all the same!

or crying in the corner,

Enough is enough. This needs to stop!

If you continue to be racist and don’t
give freedom,

You care about what they look like

well,

we should be wise.

on the outside,

you don’t deserve your freedom.

And help each other,

but really look at the person inside.

These are facts.

when we’re in bad times.

we are good human beings

Please, just try to act.
I feel rejected.

Don’t let the words bring you down,

It don’t matter if you are black or white. If racism is not gone,

you can wipe away your frown,

let’s pray to God above that

stop the bullying,

If you are racist for no reason,

can help our community.

stop the sadness.

you are making yourself look small.

All we need is unity.

We are one in kindness.

We have the same blood colour,

People are different.

we are all equal.

Just deal with it.

Everyone is equal,

We all have similarities,

We all have our rights.

We’re all human.

Let’s reunite, together,
on this wonderful night.
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Year 7 French Spelling Bee
On Friday 13th March, the MFL department held the first ever Walworth Academy French Spelling Bee. Over one
hundred students from Year 7 had initially entered the competition, and after two rounds only twelve students remained
to fight it out for the chance to become the French spelling champion of Year 7.
Contestants had to learn a total of seventy French words and spell them out loud using the French alphabet – a huge
undertaking, especially in the dining hall in front of parents, an enthusiastic crowd of Year 7 supporters and Miss Powell!
The competition was very tight, starting with a traditional elimination round and finishing with a timed round, where
students had to spell as many words as possible in one minute. This proved to be the most exciting part of the
competition: the maximum number of words in a minute was a massive
seventeen by Jhuliana Castro (nearly one every three seconds)!
Jhuliana won the overall
competition – and this Year’s
Spelling Bee trophy – with 25
points, followed by Nazmiye
Eden in second place with 22
points and Ibrahim Kamara in
third place with 20 points.

Jhuliana said, “It was scary but very exciting”.
The Spelling Bee was a huge success – all the students rose to the challenge and the competition was
fierce. Next year we are expecting even greater things!

Term Dates
– 2014/2015
Term 5
Students Return:

Monday 20th April to Friday 22nd May 2015

Bank Holiday:

Monday 4th May 2015

Half Term Break:

Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2015
Term 6

Students Return:

Monday 1st June to Tuesday 21st July 2015

Staff Inset Days:

Thursday 25th June and Friday 26th June 2015

End of Academic Year – Tuesday 21st July 2015
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