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Walworth
Academy
is
celebrating an impressive
improvement in performance in
this year’s GCSE results, the
second since the school became
Walworth Academy. The results
are a credit to the enormous
efforts of pupils and staff.

62% achieved at
least 5 A* - C grades
overall.
45% of students
achieved at least 5 A*-C
grades
including English and
Mathematics.
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Principal Devon Hanson said:
“We set demanding targets to
raise achievement this year and
I’m really pleased that pupils
and teachers’ hard work and
determination has been so
successful. I congratulate them
all.
These results represent a further
improvement in performance for
Walworth and they are a clear
indication that we can continue
to improve.
Our continued
aspiration is to ensure that every
student who leaves Walworth

Academy can achieve the
qualifications that will give them
a real choice at 18 – to go on to
university or to set out on the
career of their choice. We can
only achieve that goal by
continuing to raise achievements
so our commitment is
unabated”.

Letter from the Principal
Dear parents, carers, pupils and friends

As we start a new school year at the Academy, we have much to
celebrate. Walworth Academy’s class of 2009 are to be congratulated
on such impressive examination results. It was a pleasure to share the
enjoyment of significant achievements and progress with the pupils at
the end of the summer. In the last few weeks, it has been gratifying to
see a number of former year 11 pupils coming in to school, firstly to
thank their teachers and other staff who supported them at the
Academy, and also to tell us about the training, 6th form and college
courses they now feel equipped to embark on as a result of their time at
the Academy. We wish them every success on their future pathways.
This edition of the newsletter provides a snapshot of the many different
ways in which Walworth Academy pupils continue to contribute proudly
to the life of the school as well as to the local and wider community. Comments are regularly
received about the positive attitudes and confidence of our pupils. In the coming year we will
provide further opportunities for all pupils at the Academy to benefit from experiences outside the
classroom which will enhance their learning and raise their aspirations.
The support of parents and carers in the successes of our young people is greatly valued. Please
continue to make sure that your child attends school everyday in full uniform, and that they are
equipped and ready to learn. Encourage your child to complete homework and read regularly. Do
make contact with the school if you want to discuss any aspect of your child’s learning. Our
parent forum representatives are keen to hear from you about how the Academy can further
strengthen the partnership between home and school.
If you are in or near Shorncliffe Road, you will see that work on the new school building is
progressing at quite a pace. We are on track to having all year groups in our new accommodation
by January 2010 and to launching our 6th form in September. Staff and pupils are excited and
optimistic about the opportunities the new facilities will bring. The completion of the new build,
combined with the continued high expectations and efforts of staff, pupils and parents will lead to
further improvement in the coming year and a chance for everyone involved with the Academy to
“be the best that we can be.”
Mr D Hanson

Parents Forum Social Event

After a great deal of planning and hard work, a
small but dedicated band of parents launched the
Walworth Academy Parents' Forum on 17th June.
The Lower school hall thronged with a huge crowd
of pupils and their mums, dads, brothers, sisters,
aunties, and even grandparents. There was a
delicious buffet, some music from the Junior Choir,
and rallying speeches from our principal Mr Hanson
and two of our parents, Fay Hudson and Fee Akin.
Fay described how the forum had started from a
small group, meeting with Ms Bello once a month.
Fee spoke very movingly about how being involved
in the forum was helping her to support her son
through some tricky times at school.
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Students sing out in perfect harmony

The ‘One Voice’ concert on the 15th June was a
way to bring the Ark Academies together
through sharing a passion for music and
performing arts.
Each Ark academy was represented by a group
of talented performers. The acts varied from
singers and choir to instrumental masterminds
like drummers, saxophone players, pianists,
guitar players and many more. Songs performed
by the ‘one voice masses choir’ included:’
Fairest Lady ‘(Nick Page) and ‘I can see clearly
now‘ (Johnny Nash) .

It was the first chance for Walworth Academy to
work together with other Ark academies to form
‘a one of a kind friendship’, through sharing the
passion, desire and talent for performing.
The guests varied from students and their
families and friends to Principals, Academy
Governors, teachers and the Rock Legend Bob
Geldof (known for his global work for “Live
Aid”).
After an evening of truly outstanding
performances the Principal of Walworth
Academy Mr Devon Hanson took the stage to
give a heart-warming congratulatory speech.
He thanked the two hundred performers who
gave stunning performances, the production
team who made the event run smoothly and last
but not least the magnificent audience that
made this concert come alive.
Reporters: Adrianna Godziek & Ekram Adair

Year 9 visit Duxford Imperial War Museum
The Nurture group in Year 9 went
to Cambridge to witness first hand
some of the planes and equipment
used in the First and Second World
Wars.

keep a plane in the air. Gary
Cullern was the star of the show,
and answered most of the
questions. Next came the most
exciting part of the trip, a chance
to fly in a pre-war air plane called
Mr. Ceyhan said, ”Inside the
a Dragon Rapide. It is a small
museum there was an exhibit on
aircraft that seats only eight
the history of flight. We walked
passengers. It was quite noisy
through the passenger cabin of an
inside, but the take-off and views
early Boeing 747 and Concorde. The from high up in the air were
students were able to see how
spectacular. The landing was very
complicated the instrument panel
smooth considering the size of
was. Students were able to try on
plane.
full parachute suits and were even
strapped into an ejector seat.”

Walworth News
Summer 2009

In the education centre, students
learned about the physics of flight
and what forces are in action to
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Year 10 Science visits
In June 2009 Year 10 pupils visited the Science
Museum to enrich their science knowledge. The
whole year group were given the opportunity to
experience learning outside the classroom.
The 10X groups visited the science museum and
spent time focusing on variation and what makes
us all so different. Mr Venn got the chance to
see how he would have looked if he had
different chromosomes and was born female.

The 10 Y groups went to the Natural History
museum. The dinosaur exhibition was
particularly enjoyable as pupils got the chance to
look at actual remains. Students also managed to
experience an earthquake simulation which
linked to classwork on geohazards.

Walworth Academy welcomes Year 6
Walworth Academy welcomes applications for year 7 places for
September 2009. Potential applicants are invited to attend one of the
academy’s open days which will be held on the following dates at the
Lower School in Trafalgar Street:
Tuesday 23 September 9.00am - 10.45am
Wednesday 24 September 9.00am - 10.45am
Saturday 4 October 10am - 1.00pm
Thursday 25 September 5.30pm - 8.00pm
Tuesday 30 September 5.30pm - 8.00pm
(The principal will answer questions from 6.00pm to 7.00pm on both
evening dates.)
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Year 11 Record of Achievement and Prom
Evening
On Thursday 9th July, our Year 11 students attended their Record of Achievement and Prom
Evening. The Record of Achievement Evening marks the graduation from the academy for Year 11
students. It was a fabulous evening with Year 11 students beautifully turned out, and it was
wonderful to see so many parents and carers supporting their children.
Each Year 11 student received their Record of Achievement folder from The Principal Mr Hanson.
The ROA Folder contains a Certificate of Attendance; a personal reference written by the
student’s tutor; a Work Experience Certificate; and various other certificates acknowledging
particular achievements.
With the formal part of the evening over, students sat down to a delicious meal, before dancing
the night away. Below is a selection of photographs from the evening.
Mike Higgins
Head of Year 11
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Sports Day at Crystal Palace Stadium
July 2009
Walworth Academy held its second annual
Sports day at Crystal Palace on Wednesday 17th
July 2009. Our Sports Day was a showcase of
the talented pupils attending Walworth
Academy with inspiring performances from a
number of pupils in both track and field
events.
A special award in recognition of Outstanding
Male and Female Performances went to:

Samantha Soloman (Year 8) in the 200m and
800m and
Rooble Hassan (Year 9) in the 100m and
200m.
The focus of our Sports Day this year, was very
much on teamwork, with pupils from each
Coaching group competing in each event to
amass the highest number of points. Scores
from the Girls and Boys competitions were
then added together to determine the highest
scoring Coaching group.
A very special “Thank You” goes out to the
Staff, pupils and Sports Leaders who made
Sports Day a huge success through their
encouragement and celebration of all the
athletes’ achievements.
Girls

Boys
Year 7

Overall
Winners

7/2 – (71pts)

7/5 – (91pts)

7/5 – (155pts)

8/5 – (114pts)

8/3 – (111pts)

8/5 – (153pts)

9/1 – (124pts)

9/4 – (122pts)

9/1 – (194pts)

Year 8
Year 9

Year 10
10/7 – (81pts)
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10/5 – (165pts)

Math's Masterclass

Sixty Year 5 and 6 pupils from local Primary
schools attended special masterclasses in Maths
to share in expertise ahead of secondary
transition

The workshops for the Gifted and Talented pupils
are part of the ongoing commitment that
Walworth Academy undertakes as part of its’
specialism in Maths.
The pupils from Keyworth, Townsend, Surrey
Square Juniors, St. Paul’s, St. Peter’s and Robert
Browning were all in Years 5 and 6.

What is it, Art, Science or Literacy?

In the Art Department, we
ended up on a great high note
at the end of this term and
school year.

for all to view. The students
really worked with such
tenacity and remained focused
throughout the whole project.

on making this project such a
great success.

The collaboration between Art,
Literacy and Science Project
was such a great success with
members of other faculties
expressing their interest.

A celebration evening in July
combined drama with
reflections from Ms. Morrison,
pupils and staff on the merits
of the project. Our Chair of
Governors, Anthony Williams,
gave out prizes and certificates
Natasha Morrison (who came to in recognition of those pupils
work as an artist in residence) Once again, I would really like
really helped a group of year 7, to thank Natasha Morrison, Ms.
8 and 9 students shine. Their
Cameron, Mrs. Okolo, Mrs.
work was dynamic and will be
Mummery, and Mrs. Smith for
exhibited in our new building
all their hard work and effort

This year’s summer school was
a great success and students
were able to engage in a
selection of art and sports
sessions.

Summer School
whilst taking the first steps
towards developing new
friendships.

For the first three days of the
summer school the new year
sixes where offered the
opportunity to participate in
the activities on their own. This
provided an opportunity for the
new year group to familiarise
themselves with the building
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Year six were joined by year
seven for the remaining two
days of summer school this
proved to be a great success
and to their credit year seven
carried themselves impeccably
and were a credit to the
school.
Examples of the artwork
students produced are being
displayed at various points
around the school.
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Arneke football tournament

Students from Year 7 teamed up with St. Thomas Mr. Ahmed was an inspirational coach with
the Apostle college to enter a team for the
Keiran Mulkerrins taking home the trophy for top
goal scorer in the competition.
Aeneke Football tournament. Matches were 7
minutes each way.
Our first match was against the strongest team
in the competition. It was an even game that
finished 2-2.
Sadly the team lost the next game and despite
winning the remaining fixture they did not
qualify for the play-offs.
With a point to prove the team won their next
match 10-0 and Walworth finished the
tournament top scorers.

News in brief

Roundhouse Project The Movie!

Widening the Horizon
trip to Brighton

In the spring term 9N pupils
worked on a special media
project at the Roundhouse
Studios in Camden. This initiative
was funded by Ark Academies.

Mrs Dubeck and Mr
Ahmed led a small
group of Year 10
pupils on a daytrip to Brighton
and the June heatwave provided
perfect weather
for the occasion.

The pupils used their acting and
musical talents, and learnt the
new skills of filming and editing
with the help of the enthusiastic
tutors, Jeff and Julian.
The final cut of their film was
premiered for an audience of
Year 9 as part of
an end-of-year
celebration. It
received rave
reviews!

It was a day of traditional British
seaside fun including rides on the
pier, fish and chips, crazy golf
and ice-creams on the beach.
One of our pupils new to the UK
had never seen the sea before
and was very impressed. A
wonderful time was had by all.

Make the news…….
If you’d like to join the Press Team to assist with
the next Walworth Academy newsletter please
contact Mr Overill.
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Calling Year
7-9 Parents
•

•

Want to get
together with
other parents?
Want to talk
about the things
that matter to
you?
Come and have
your say at the

Parents’ Forum
Contact— Ms Bello
020 7450 9621

Find us online:

www.walworthacademy.org

