
Walworth News 

Walworth Academy has been 
named as the eighth best 
performing specialist school or 
academy in the country for adding 
value to its students' achievements 
at GCSE. The award marks a 
second year of success for 
Walworth Academy, which was 
also recognised as being among the 
schools that achieved the greatest 
improvement in their GCSE results 
in 2009 and 2010. 
 
Elizabeth Reid, Chief Executive of 
the Specialist Schools and 
Academies Trust who made the 
awards, said, "The value-added 
measure shows how Walworth 
Academy makes a real difference to 
its pupils by raising achievement above expectations." 
 
 

Mr. Hanson commented, “We are delighted to receive this award.  Every teacher at 
Walworth Academy is motivated by the same thing – to help our students be the 
best that they can be. This award is a sign that we are going in the right direction.” 

Walworth Academy wins progress 
award for excellence at GCSE   
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 Specialist School or Academy 

1 
Tauheedul Islam Girls High School,  
Blackburn 

2= 
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Secondary 
School, London 

2= Stockwell Park School, London 

2= 
Wembley High Technology College,  
Wembley 

5 
Park View Business and Enterprise School,  
Birmingham 

6= 
Challney High School for Boys and  
Community College, Luton 

6= Mossbourne Community Academy, London 

8 Walworth Academy, London 

9 Paddington Academy, London 

10= Denbigh High School, Luton 

Sixth Form success is recognised 
Walworth Academy Sixth Form students achieved some impressive grades in the 
first recorded examinations this January. A total of 17 A grades and 9 B grades were 
achieved in the following subjects: Mathematics, English, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
History, Sociology and Psychology.   
 
The academy has also undergone its first BTEC Quality Review Inspection.  The 
outcome according to Ms Wendy Nash, BTEC Quality 
Reviewer, is that the academy is performing at a ‘Good’ 
standard.  The Academy has an inclusive curriculum: the BTEC 
suite of programmes at level two and three allows our 
students to have experience of vocational education that can 
be the springboard from which they can go on to higher 
education courses or university. 
 
Head of Sixth Form Mrs Diana Simpson said, “Our staff have 
worked exceptionally hard to produce this set of outstanding 
results. We aspire always to keep moving forward to prepare 
them for learning at university level. 
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Dear Parents/Carers 

Thank you for your continuous support of our Academy in its development to become an 
outstanding educational establishment, where your child can benefit from the opportunities offered 
to them. It has been a fantastic term with numerous events, activities, and well known visitors 
coming to our Academy. 
 

This year we have been overwhelmed by the amount of year 6 parents who have applied to us for 
admission in September 2011. Indeed we are now described as an over-subscribed school with 
over 100 year 6’s on our waiting list. We are sorry that we have disappointed so many, but we 
have no choice as our roll is 180. 
 

There have been some outstanding achievements this term by our pupils. For example: many of our 
Year 12 students took their first AS examination in January. Many of the results were impressive 
and we wish them well for their end of year exams. Furthermore, some of our year 11’s also took 
AS examinations and their performance was outstanding. 
 

Key Stage 4 pupils are busy preparing for their final GCSE examinations.  The support from parents 
is encouraging, we had over 90% attendance at the Year 11’s parents evening. This demonstrates 
the importance of working in partnership to support pupils.  Please help us maintain this until their 
examinations are over.  I’m sure you will join me in wishing them well. 
 

Key Stage 3 pupils continue to make good progress across all subject areas.  However, I must ask 
parents to be more vigilant in checking that homework is completed on time. 
 

As you know it is very important for our pupils to represent the Academy positively and that their 
safety is paramount to us.  There has been a spurt of phone thefts in this area which the police are 
aware of and acting upon. Please encourage your child not to hang around outside school at the 
end of each day. Also to keep their mobile phones secure. There will be a ban on the use of mobile 
phones during the day at the Academy.  It would be better if you instruct your child to keep their 
mobile phone at home. 
 

Finally, I am sure you will enjoy reading this edition of the newsletter. Please contact us if you want 
to get involved in our parents forum meetings or indeed if you wish to apply for the vacant post of 
Parent Governor for September 2011.  Alternatively, if you would like to discuss this, then please 
contact my PA Ms. Williams-Leonce. 
 

Once again I thank you all for your support and I wish you a wonderful Easter Break. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

Devon Hanson 

Letter from the Principal 
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Admissions Update 
Everywhere you look, the 
statistics for Walworth 
Academy just get better and 
better.  For the second year in a 
row, WA tops the list of 
Southwark schools for 
increased interest among Year 6 
pupils seeking Year 7 places.   
 
There is a downside to this, of 
course – we only have 180 
places in Year 7 and many, many 
more pupils than this would 
love to get in, making our 

waiting list almost as long as our 
admissions list for September 
2011.   
 
We can only allocate places 
according to our published 
admissions criteria – but if you 
have a query, please contact Mr 
Philpot at the Academy.  The 
next stage for those joining us 
in September 2011 will be 
outlined to parents in a few 
weeks. 

Young Critics Programme 2010-2011 
Do you have the ability to persuade others 
through your written expression? Have you ever 
wondered what it was like to be a to theatre 
critic? Have you ever had others relying on your 
words to decide whether they would part with 
their hard-earned cash for a piece of theatre? 
Well, during the last few months Walworth 
academy students have been involved in The 
Unicorn Theatre Young Critics Programme.  
 
The ‘Young Critics Programme’ aims to 
encourage young people to think critically about 
a production they have seen at the Unicorn, 
reflecting on the different elements of the 
performance in order to place themselves in the 
role of a journalist and write a review of the 
production. Participating schools attend a 
Unicorn opening night with their students, who 
act as members of the press for the evening, 
later submitting their review. 
 
Our students’ reviews are featured on the 
theatre’s website in the hope of enticing other 
young people to attend and watch the 

productions. Every term around 10 students will 
be selected by the drama department to take 
part in this exciting programme and watch an 
excellent performance at the vibrant Unicorn 
Theatre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To view all the reviews online, follow the link 
below & select Walworth Academy. 
 

http://www.unicorntheatre.com/for_schools/
young_critics_programme 
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WAMA at Eurodisney 
Mickey Mouse Maths?  Certainly not! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In February, a group of WA Mathematics 
Association pupils went to Eurodisney, but unlike 
most visitors, their mission was to understand 
the maths of designing, building and running the 
theme park.  They did maths quizzes and puzzles 
on the long journey there, and had a lecture on 
the design of a rollercoaster:  How high? How 
fast?  How strong? – all to make it as exciting as 
possible.  They also had a lecture on the business 
side of the venture – how much to charge, how 
to market it, how to control the costs, how to 
invest any profit.   
 
They had a hands-on task among the rides to 
discover the most efficient way for a visitor to 
move from one attraction to another to get the 

best out of a day in the park.  And of course that 
meant trying out the rides to make sure they 
were up to standard.  A tough job, but, hey, 
someone has to do it! 

 
All in all, a trip to remember: “We had a 
fantastic experience, and would love to go back.” 
 
(A full version of this report is on the WA website 
www.walworthacademy.org) 

Tube Lines Stratford Depot Visit 
A group of Year 9 students visited the tube lines 
training centre and maintenance yard for the 
Jubilee underground line. They first had to put 
on the correct personal protective equipment 
before going on a tour around the depot where 
the trains are stored, cleaned and repaired. The 
signalling operation was demonstrated in the 
skills academy, where the different technologies, 
old and new, were shown to be still in use. The 
safety systems both inside the driver’s cab and 
on the track were explained to the pupils. 
 
In the afternoon the students competed against 
another school to select the best possible route 
for a new tube line across London. Walworth 
Academy was successful at planning the new line 
at the cheapest price. The day gave the students 

a real insight into the practical application of 
engineering and its development within London 
Underground. The pupils enjoyed seeing the 
technology in action and learning outside the 
classroom. 
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Walworth Academy welcomes BBC news 
presenter Huw Edwards  

Pupils and teachers at Walworth Academy 
welcomed BBC News presenter Huw Edwards 
to the school this week for a talk on current 
affairs and what life is like working in the media.  
Huw addressed a group of 70 students from 
Years 10, 11 and 12 and explained how television 
news works and why particular stories are 
chosen for broadcast. As well as quizzing the 
students about their knowledge of current affairs 
and what areas of news they are interested in, 
Huw fielded a range of questions himself – on 
how he had got into news presenting in the first 
place, what it is like reporting from war zones 
and what key strengths are needed for a career 
in journalism. 
 
Year 11 student Abdalla Ali said that he had 
learnt a lot from the talk and said: “It was a 
fascinating experience which highlighted the role 
of a TV news presenter.” Hannah Munnelly, also 
in Year 11, said: “Huw Edwards was a really 
enthusiastic speaker – he helped me understand 
more about how television news works and the 
importance of following the news.”  

Mr Ogborn, who organised the visit, said: 
“Huw’s talk was engaging and inspiring and he 
helped show the students how important it is to 
take a close interest in current affairs.” 
 
Principal Devon Hanson commented: “We were 
delighted to welcome Huw Edwards to 
Walworth. We want to prepare our students for 
successful careers and hosting distinguished 
professionals helps provide them with valuable 
insight into the skills they need in order to 
achieve highly in later life.”  

Students raise money for Comic Relief  

Well done to all students who 
took part in Red Nose Day 
events at the end of March!  
 
Students organised a variety of 
activities including cake sales, 

guess the teddy bear’s 
name and a raffle, as 
well as paying to 
wear ‘funky socks 
and ties’ on the day 
itself! Students and 
staff commented on 
how willing people 
were to donate and 
said the day was 
enjoyable and fun.  
 

Altogether, Walworth 
Academy raised a whopping 
£600 for the charity; 
congratulations to everyone 
who took part and donated. 
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YOUNG ENTERPRISE –  
Walworth Academy students making a 

splash in the business world!  

Walworth Academy has joined the Young 
Enterprise scheme, which gives pupils in Year 12 
the chance to develop business skills that will 
help them develop as young professionals. The 
Young Enterprise team led by Lucky Osaro have 
been busy making and selling their stylish eco-
friendly bags in school and to all of London. The 
group attended the Pan-London Young 
Enterprise trade fair where they set up their 
own stall in Spitalfields market.  

The pupils competed for custom with other 
London schools and made £67, which is an 
excellent achievement, given that the pupils 
were selling their bags for £2.50.  

The pupils found the experience equally 
challenging and rewarding. It is especially 
important as the students will be able to use 
their experience when writing up their personal 
statements for University.  

CEO goes back to the classroom 
Paul Drechsler, Chief Executive at Wates 
Group left the boardroom and entered a 
Year 10 classroom at Walworth Academy to 
deliver a lesson on Business Studies. The class 
learned about the importance of a good 
education in business and how a company's 
annual report is complied and what it contains.  
 
Happy pupil Natasha Hayles had the following 
to say: ‘I think this experience was very helpful 
because Mr Drechsler helped me to understand the 
importance of maths and he also spoke about how 

important it is to make the most of my education 
because an education opens up so many 
opportunities in the future’.   
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Year 11 Enterprise – Sell, Sell, Sell!  
As part of their coursework, the Year 11 
Business BTEC group have been busy running 
their own mini-businesses in school. The 
students took on business roles and organised 
what they were selling and how they would sell 
it.  

The groups were: 

PRO – Selling Valentine ’s Day themed sweet 
bags  
Paradise – Selling beautiful Chinese jade 
jewellery  
Lucky 7 - Selling raffle tickets for the grand prize 
of a brand new i-pod shuffle 

The students have already made a profit which 
they can keep or re-invest as they choose. This 

was a fun but also educational experience for 
the pupils as they came to understand how 
business theory was put into practice. They also 
found out how satisfying it was to make a profit 
at the end of all their hard work. 

18 students from Year 10 GCSE Applied 
Business visited the Coca-Cola education and 
production centre in Edmonton on Wednesday 
the 9th February. This was an experience for the 
pupils to learn how a multinational corporation 
operates and, of course, to try out some of their 
world famous samples. The pupils learnt how 
Coca-Cola works as a franchise abroad and how 
the company markets its products to consumers. 
One interesting fact the pupils learnt was that 
Coke Zero and Diet Coke were in fact the same 
product! One was designed specifically for men 
and the other for women.  

 

The pupils also got their creative hats on and 
designed their own soft drink and how they 
would launch it. The winners were Georgia 
Coleman, Muhammad Rabbani and Kristhnen 
Pillay who came up with a fantastic design for a 
drink that would be launched at the London 
2012 Olympics. All the pupils learnt how 
business theory was put into practice by one of 
the world’s leading brands. 

Year 10 Applied Business visit the world of 
Coca-Cola  



 

 

8 
Walworth News 
Spring 2011 

IDEAL Home Show 
On the 18th March a group of students from 
Walworth Academy’s  Years 10, 11 and 12 went 
on a visit to the Ideal Home show with Ms 
Sankar, Mr Solate, Ms Osman, and Ms Czempiel. 
We left school at 9.00 am and arrived at the 
Earls Court Exhibition centre at 10.00 am. The 
students were very excited and could not wait 
to get inside to see what the event was all about. 

There were many stands delivering 
demonstrations and promoting different 
companies and their businesses.  Our Year 11 
students took advantage of the chance to ask 
questions of the employees – what is this part of 
the world of work really like? 

Mickell, Ediz, and Dugan were very keen to get 
involved and experienced tasting different foods 
and drinks from this country and around the 
world. There was a fashion show and many 
celebrity chefs were there to demonstrate their 
culinary skills. The food hall was especially 
enjoyed by our Year 10 students. 

The best bit? Well, everyone came away with 
many free gifts and goody bags containing sweets 
and beauty products – and the verdict was that 
many of us are looking forward to going back 
next year for another visit. 

 
Yet again Walworth Academy pupils produce a 
theatrical special fit for London’s West End 
Theatres.  The Unicorn Theatre Ensemble Team 
played various characters from scripts produced 
by class 9C1 and edited by Carl Thomas, the 
Unicorn’s chief playwright. 
 
The pupils produced a multi-layered script 
exploring  various life issues, such as love, 
relationships and other social challenges.  It 
included the highs and the lows of human 
experience.  The work produced by the class 
was of an extremely high standard and very 
dynamic.  Having it played out by professional 
actors? - well, this just put the finishing touch to 
the piece.   
 
 

 
Ms Hepburn, the class teacher, said: “Whilst 
watching the work I had to keep reminding 
myself that our pupils created it all.  The work 
was exceptional and I am very proud them.” 

Text Generation  - Walworth Academy & 
The Unicorn Theatre 
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Walworth Academy receives 100 free 
books from author 

At the end of February Walworth Academy’s 
librarian was surprised to receive a phone call from a 
major children’s book publishers, Walker Books, 
asking if the school was interested in receiving 100 
copies of a new book for teenagers completely free, 
delivered by the author, Peter Cocks. This was to be 
a publicity event for the worldwide celebrations of 
World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March.  

 
The librarian agreed with alacrity and on the 
afternoon of Wednesday 2nd March a group of 
excited year 10 boys waited expectantly in the car 
park. Peter Cocks planned to arrive dressed as a 
gangster from his book in a white van (naturally!). As 

we stood waiting, we kept spotting white vans 
passing by and wondering if that was him. Eventually 
he arrived in a camel hair coat, looking quite benign 
and not as menacing as we expected, and true to his 
word the doors of the van opened to reveal piles of 
brand new books. After delivering the books he 
chatted to the students, signed copies and posed for 
photos, which later appeared in the local paper 
Southwark News. 
 
The book is called Long Reach and was worth waiting 
for. This gritty crime thriller is set locally in and 
around Deptford and features a 17-year-old boy 
Eddie Savage who is recruited as an undercover 
agent. A real page-turner, the book is becoming a hot 
talking point in the school, with students queuing up 
in the hope of picking up a copy. The 100 books flew 
out of the library and soon there were none left. But 
the publishers hope that students will pass the copies 
round so that everyone can have a chance of reading 
the book. 
 
This was Peter Cocks' first attempt at writing solo 
for teenage readers.  It is also the first book in a new 
series which will feature Eddie Savage. We’re all 
looking forward to the exciting sequel! 

The First Book Signing Event took place at Walworth 
Academy to celebrate pupils’ language, literacy and 
art achievement. The Scariest Stories ever Told – 
Volume 1 is a collection of beautifully written and 
illustrated gothic tales featuring magnificent art work 
and the most creative writing produced by Year 8 
pupils. 

 
Pupils were involved in a cross-curriculum (English 
and Art) story-writing project working collaboratively 
over six weeks to produce their own book, which 
they proudly signed at the school’s first Book Signing 
Event. The Scariest Stories Ever Told is now available in 
both academy libraries for pupils to read and borrow.  

Celebrating the Art of Story telling  
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Year 12 at ART WORKS 
 

At the end of March, eight students in Year 12 
spent a productive weekend at Art Works in 
Halifax, Yorkshire. They experienced 
inspirational teaching and were able to develop 
their own drawing techniques. Some excellent 
samples have gone into their AS portfolio and 
these young people have now being inspired to 
take on the World of Art.  

On Thursday, 10th March, three Year 12 
students, accompanied by Miss Bangui, went to 
Surrey Square Primary School to teach French to 
a group of Year 3s. 

 
It was a wonderful and rewarding experience for 
Walworth Academy students who, despite some 
technical problems, delivered a very good lesson. 
They had originally planned to play “Who wants 
to be a millionaire” in French, but they had to 
revert to other activities.  They received very 
positive comments from Carol Shone and an 
invitation to repeat the experience.  
 
Here are a few comments from the Amine, 
Junior and Ashraf:  
 

“I found teaching Year 3s French a very rewarding 
experience. As they knew some French already, it 
was very easy to talk to them and teach them. At 
first, we sat at the back of the classroom observing 
but after a while, we actually got to teach the lesson 
ourselves and talked to the pupils.  
 

“When we couldn’t do the lesson we had planned, I 
told the pupils how French comes into different jobs. 
After that, we asked the pupils questions and they 
wrote the answers on mini-white boards. Personally, I 
found the teaching experience fun and rewarding 
and I think the children did as well. 
 

“We were astonished by how good they were at 
greeting us in French, much better than us when we 
were in Year 7.  

Our students and Ms Liz Robinson, Surrey Square’s Head Teacher 

French teaching experience at Surrey 
Square Primary for AS Students 
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Year 8 Detective Stories Event! 
To kick start their detective stories unit, Year 8 
students were treated to an extraordinary afternoon 
put together with a collaborative effort from the 
English, Humanities and Art Departments. 
 
The event started with a fantastic assembly; students 
were given an eye-opening talk by Ms Obertelli 
(English Department) on life in the Victorian Age. 
This was chosen because Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
who created the people’s detective, Sherlock 
Holmes, lived and wrote during this period. The 
students were amazed to learn some interesting facts 
about how life would have been for them if they had 
lived in those times. 

Then it was the turn of the History Department. Mr 
Ogborn engaged the students as he explained the 
historical relevance of the detective novel, connecting 
it to the infamous Jack the Ripper case. He treated 

the students to some mind-boggling hypotheses on 
who Jack the Ripper was. 
This prepared the grounds for the detective work in 
classrooms. Students were tasked with a ‘whodunit’ 
scenario. 
 

As students came out of the Assembly hall they were 
confronted with their first ‘victim’, courtesy the Art 
Department. This heightened the effect and put the 
students in a good mood to go hunting for the killer. 
The afternoon ended with KS3 English teachers 
supporting their students to figure out ‘whodunit’ 
using the evidence provided. 
I am happy to report that most of the classes 
acquitted themselves quite creditably with their first 
case. 
 
Our profound thanks go to the Art Department 
supported by Mrs. Smith, the History Department, 
the two heads of Babbage and Chaplin schools and, of 
course, the Head of English, Mr Saunders, for his 
encouragement. 

Staying Safe Advice 
The safety of your children  is really important to us. We want to make sure that they 
are not putting themselves at risk at any time. 
  
The best ways to stay safe are; 

 To go straight home after school – do not hang around the local park 
 Keep mobile phones and other equipment out of sight on your journey to 

and from home   
 Stay in areas where there are lots of people around  and keep to main roads 
 Avoid parks and estates. 
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During the spring term, pupils at Key Stage 3 
participated in our annual Spelling Bee semi-finals. 
This competition involved pupils spelling a range of 
words from across the curriculum. The competition 
was tense, as pupils were put through their paces. It 
was thrilling at times as pupils tentatively spelt words 
such as ‘ubiquitous’ & ‘prognosticate’.  
 
3rd - 9th March 2011 - we celebrated World Book 
Day. The theme for this year was ‘Journey into the 
past, to the future’. We continued the reading 
festivities with writing workshops run by PC Frost 
and poet Paul Lyalls. We also had an amazing 
performance by the poet Adisa who encouraged 
pupils to open their minds and use a pen as their 
creative tool.  
 
Whole-school breakfast with books created a real 
buzz as pupils read Inkheart by Cornelia Funke.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 15th March 2011 – we hosted our very 
first literacy coffee morning for Year 7 & 8 parents. 
Staff spoke with parents and described the support 
we provide for gifted and talented pupils, as well as 
pupils with specific needs. We hope to continue with 
this forum, as most parents found it valuable, 
informative and friendly. We especially enjoyed the 
passion and level of questioning presented to us by 
parents & guardians.  

Literacy News 

Make the news……. 
If you’d like to join the Press Team to assist with 
the next Walworth Academy  newsletter please 
contact Mr Overill. 

Find us online: 
www.walworthacademy.org 

Roll of Honour 
Achievement and Effort 

Chaplin Babbage Seacole 

Year 7 
Anastasiya Ben 
Young Hui Lu 
Wahdel Mills Woodhouse 

Year 7 
Chamide Barka 
Ebiesan Oyejola 
Valmir Kutllovci 

Year 10 
Phillip Cardoso 
Ramla Ahmed 
Rikkimae De Guzman  

Year 8 
Olubunmi Oloko-Oluwatobi 
Sheila Jawara 
Joel Carballo Gonzaga 

Year 8 
Eduarda Genovez- Cardoso 
Quadri Solomon 
Lewis Edwards 

Year 11 
Julius Toro 
Kelly Mucomwiza 
Frazer Ward 

Year 9 
Shenhui Zhang 
Vincent McDonald  
Ali Esayed 

Year 9 
Nazrana Badayuni 
Arthur Boyle 
Sabrina Kenan  

 

100% Attendance 

Year 7 
Montana Johnson  

Year 7 
Ayodeji Ijishakin 

Year 10 
Samantha Solomon  

Year 8 
Georgie Taylor  

Year 8 
Danielle Ilori  

Year 11 
Joao Oliveira Bacvaroff  

Year 9 
Isatu Koroma  

Year 9 
Antonijus Marciukatis 
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