Walworth News
Spring 2010

Walworth Academy opens its
doors to change!

In this issue
Principal’s Letter

2

Harriet Harman MP

3

Parents Forum
KS3 Subjects
4
Outstanding Progress
Healthy Cooking
Classes
David Cameron MP

5

We have now moved into our new
academy buildings on Shorncliffe
Road, uniting the whole school for
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The Academy comprises two
separate schools for Key Stage 3
(11-14 yrs.) one for Key Stage 4
(14-16 yrs.) with a Sixth Form to
open in September. Information
for applying to the Academy and
Sixth Form are available through
our website
www.walworthacademy.org

Multi-use games areas and outdoor
space will replace the existing old
school site by September 2010.

A Message from the Principal
taken on by Ms Dubeck and Ms Miftaroska.
We have been getting numerous late
enquiries about our Academy from the
parents of Year 6 children who are eager
to send their children here, and had a very
successful extra open morning in March.
We continue to put an emphasis on healthy
eating; our maths masterclasses in
primary schools are very popular; we have
ongoing exam success in entering students
early for their GCSEs; and our debating
team won the Southwark debating
competition a few weeks ago. Staff and
students are now very busy preparing for
I am enormously pleased and proud to be their forthcoming exams. All the signs are
able to write this to you from our new
that the groundwork has been well laid,
buildings. At last we have been able to
and now all that is needed is the final
put into practice our vision for ‘small
push. Parents have a great part to play in
this and we welcome your continued
schools’ – human-sized education for the
benefit of the pupils. Indeed, all our staff support.
and pupils are benefiting. Of course it
means a great deal of hard work, and I
Before the end of the school year, we
want to pay tribute to each of the heads
expect to be visited by Ofsted for our first
of school and their teams. Ms Dunphy
full inspection. As with any enterprise,
(Seacole and vice-principal of the whole
our success in this will be in demonstrating
academy), Ms Willans (Babbage) and Ms
that we can do the little things well.
Frame (Chaplin) are all, with their teams, Having pupils in uniform, coming to school
working very hard to give their students
every day and on time, concentrating on
the education they deserve.
lessons, taking advantage of all the
possibilities they are offered, making
Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will read progress in their studies: this is what the
of the visit of David Cameron MP to the
inspectors will be looking for – and of
Academy. I can also tell you that in the
course, it is what you and we want for
middle of March I was invited to 10
your children. I thank you for your
continued support. We all get tired as the
Downing Street to represent Academy
school year rolls on – let’s all encourage
students, staff and parents at a meeting
with the Prime Minister. We are very
each other to give of our best.
encouraged by this interest shown in our
success so far as an academy, and the vote As always, if there is anything you want
of confidence it signifies.
from us, please be in touch with us
through your child’s tutor and small school
In any review of the Academy, there are so
head.
many features that encourage us and make
us proud of our young people. Our parent
forum is a great feature of our Academy.
Principal D. Hanson
Ms Bello started it and now it is being
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Harriet Harman MP visits Walworth
Academy
Local Member of Parliament, Leader of the
House of Commons and Minister for Equality,
the Rt Hon Harriet Harman MP, has praised the
achievements of Walworth Academy in the two
years since it opened.

When I visited two years ago, it was clear how
committed the academy was to its vision of high
attainment for all its pupils, and what a
challenge it was to realise those goals. So it’s
truly impressive how much Walworth has
already raised attainment and I am glad to see
Ms Harman visited Walworth Academy on Friday that the academy’s ambition for its pupils is
12 March where she met pupils and staff, visited stronger than ever.”
GCSE science classes and had a tour of the
Academy’s new buildings and facilities. Ms
Harman visited Walworth Academy when it
opened in 2007. She returned to see the school
in its new building and hear what has changed
from pupils and staff.
Ms Harman said:
“The transformation in the academy is
enormously encouraging. I am delighted to see
Walworth Academy in its stunning new building
and to see how well its students and staff have
settled in. It is inspiring to meet young people
who are so enthusiastic about their school, are
clearly committed to learning and who really
enjoy being in their new school.

Above: Chair of Governors Anthony Williams,
Ms Harman and Principal Devon Hanson

Parents’ Forum
The aim of Parents’ Forum is to strengthen the
partnership between parents/carers and the
Academy to support the success and attainment
of our students.
There was an excellent turnout of 40 parents at
our Autumn meeting. We debated what a
Parents’ Forum is, and discussed how it can be
of benefit to parents, pupils and Walworth
Academy.
The focus for the second meeting held the
winter term was ‘Keeping teenagers safe from
knife and gun crime’ and ‘What parents can do
to prevent teenagers’ involvement in gangs?’.
PC Frost, our school-community Police Officer,
outlined why young people join street gangs,
the fantasy and reality of gang culture and what
parents can do to prevent their child becoming
involved. Parents and carers had the
opportunity to ask questions at the end of the
session.

Walworth News

Below are some of the parents’ comments:
“Glad I came, interesting and useful
information to support my child’s learning.”
“An organised and effective meeting.”
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KS3 Subjects Outstanding Progress

Improve your cooking skills and
sign-up to:
Healthy & Fun Cooking
lessons

At Walworth Maths &
Health Academy

Every Tuesday in the Food Technology Department
Adults (parents/members of the community),
Time: 6:00pm to 8:00pm
Room: BG 17
Teacher: Miss Charlotte Richards
Please phone 0207 450 9656 to register.
Limited places available: book early to avoid disappointment!
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David Cameron visits “impressive school”
Walworth Academy was the first choice for
David Cameron MP as he unveiled his vision for
education. Mr. Cameron visited the newly
opened premises on Shorncliffe Road, touring
classrooms and speaking with students and
staff. Afterwards he commented, “It shows
what can be possible and leaves me optimistic.”

Principal Devon Hanson commented, “I am
thrilled to show him how our vision has begun to
take shape. Our ambition is to ensure that every
child we teach is given a qualification that will
change their own lives.”

Maths celebrates early success in GCSE
results
At Walworth Academy, we believe in increasing
pupils' pace of learning where possible. We
entered one hundred and forty six (146) pupils
early for their GCSEs.

This outstanding success can be attributed to
the dedication of the teachers and the excellent
quality of learning in Mathematics.

Of equal importance was the motivation and
The results were astounding. One hundred
engagement of pupils and the parental support.
and six (106) scored grades ranging from A* to
Well done to everyone who contributed to this
C; this represents 58% (A*-C) of our current year success.
11 cohort.

Walworth News
Spring 2010

5

5

Southwark Literary Book Quiz
On Friday, 5th March 2010 Walworth Academy
Francisco Mendes, Yasmine Atker, Jenny
and Kingsdale Foundation School organised a
Johnson, Janet Johnson and Paula Hartwig.
prestigious event called the ‘Southwark Literary
Book Quiz’.
It was the first ever collaboration event
initiated by Southwark School Librarians and
hosted by Walworth Academy, with Mr Hanson
opening the event. Invited guests included the
Mayor of Southwark and Simon Hughes MP.
Participating schools were: Kingsdale (winners),
Notre Dame, St. Thomas the Apostle, Bacons,
City of London Academy, Harris Academy
Bermondsey and Walworth Academy.
We are extremely proud of our pupils who took
part: Billy Harkin, Harry Chapman, Bailey Reid,

Maths Trip to Brunel University:
November 2009
invited to take part in a Maths Challenge and
there were prizes for the highest achievers.
Students also got a taste of University life, with
a tour of the campus and a tasty lunch in the
University canteen. Everyone was pretty tired
on the way home but left feeling very positive
about their future at Secondary school and,
perhaps one day, in a University like Brunel.
On Saturday 7th November, 40 lucky Primary
School children from 5 different Primary
Schools went to Brunel University with
Walworth Academy students. The trip was a
taster day for the Urban Schools Programme,
which year 7 students from Walworth Academy
will be taking part in later this year.
Students engaged in two exciting maths
sessions, where they worked in groups to
investigate the Fibonacci sequence and to solve
practical number problems. Students were also
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Trip to Paris
In September, Ms. Bangui lead a four day trip

Here are a few comments from the students.

for 32 students from year 8, 9 and 10 to visit
the French capital and practise their accent.

"I had chances to improve my French and I
would like to come back again".
The group stayed at the ‘Château de la Grande
Jodie
Romaine’, on the outskirts of Paris. The
students visited the Musée du Louvre, La Tour "I learned that France is very interesting
Eiffel and even went cruising on the River
because of the stories behind some of the
Seine.
buildings”.
Zelal
"I learned that the painting of Mona Lisa was
stolen and it took three years to recover it. I
also heard a story of how Napoleon stole back
a painting, but because it was too big he had
to cut it in half. If you go to the museum
today, you will see a horizontal line dividing
it".
Haddy
"I think I would like to live in France because I
like Paris".
Oladapo
"The quizzes and activities gave us an
opportunity to learn many more French words
and improve our vocabulary" .
Miko
“I learned that French people like to rent
bikes and they are all over Paris. The Eiffel
Tower is painted every year. The number
plates on the cars have different colours."
Kim

Literacy in Art
Year 7 pupils visited St Saviours and St Olaves
School on Friday 11th December 2009 to see an
exhibition with including works by Antony
Gormley, Chris Ofili and Banksy. Pupils were
inspired by the exhibition theme ‘being
human’.
Harry in Year 7 particularly enjoyed Roger
Hiorn’s copper sulphate miniature house;
which is based on a property in Harper Road,
Southwark.
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PROTECTING YOUR CHILDREN FROM
CYBER BULLYING
Children love their mobile phones and enjoy access to Social Networks sites and Instant
Messenger programmes on the Internet.
However, children can be cyber bullied by other young people through
these services and may not know who to turn to for help.
This short guide gives 5 key important tips to help you support your
children online.
Cyber bullying is the use of ICT, particularly mobile phones
and the internet, to deliberately bully and upset someone
else.
Currently 1 in 5 children claim to have been a victim and this type of
bullying can be much worse than other forms of bullying because it can
be 24/7 and involve a mass audience.
Cyber bullying can take many forms including the posting of crude
comments or pictures posted on a social networking site, threats by
text messages, exclusion on MSN, harassment, stalking or even
impersonation online.
However there are some important actions that young people can do to protect themselves
from being the victim of cyber bullying and 5 key steps that you as a parent or carer can take to
help protect your children.

 KEEP TALKING
Be alert to your child seeming upset after using the internet or their mobile
phone and remember that it may be hard for your child to tell you that
they are being cyber bullied. They may be scared or feel that it will only
get worse if they tell you.
Remember also that your child may have been threatened by the bully not
to tell, or they may feel childish asking their parents for help. They may also be anxious that
access to the internet or their mobile phone may be taken away because of what has happened.

 MAKE SURE THEY’RE NOT THE BULLY OR BYSTANDER
Because it is easy for a child who is bullied to respond in an inappropriate way, for example by
replying to a nasty message, it may be that they are accused of cyber bullying. Furthermore
because of peer pressure a lot of cyber bullying can be extended through bystanders forwarding
on messages or photos and making it worse. It’s important to make sure your children know that
if they “laugh at it they are part of it!” and they must not join in, but report it to a teacher
or parent.
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 TALK TO YOUR SMALL SCHOOL HEADTEACHER

If the cyber bullying has taken place between pupils in the academy
it must be recorded and in serious cases the police may be informed.
You can contact the small school head teacher for your child by
calling the school office on 0207 450 9570.

HELP THEM TO USE THE TOOLS

A lot of cyber bullying takes place on Social Networking websites
and Instant Messenger products such as MSN. Children can
exchange a lot of personal information via these services and can
feel excluded if they are not able to interact with their peers
online.
There are important safety features built into these services and
it’s vital that young people set their profiles to Private and not
Public so that they only connect with contacts they know. There
are also important tools on these services to block messages and
report offensive comments to the service provider or police.
Remember that most Social Networking sites like Facebook and Bebo are for young people over 13
years of age. So children in primary schools are lying about their ages if they are using them!

If you would like support in using these tools please contact your child’s small school
head teacher as we plan to run some parent support workshops very soon.
You should monitor your child’s use of social networking sites—they should not be
posting information that can be used to track their location or that of the academy.
Posting information or using images of the academy is against the Walworth
Academy Code of Conduct.

GIVE GOOD ADVICE

If our child is being cyber bullied it is crucial they:
1. Do not retaliate or reply (otherwise they might be accused of being
a bully too).
2. Keep the evidence of offending e-mails, texts or posts as this can
prove who sent it.
3. Report the cyber bullying immediately to the school, service provider, or if a criminal offence has taken place, to the police.

FURTHER HELP
Watch a powerful film with your children about cyber
bullying at www.digizen.org/cyberbullying/film.
Get advice at www.childline.org.uk 0800 1111 and www.cybermentors.org.uk
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Academy Sports Update
Youth Olympics 2010
Last year, a number of year 11 pupils (then year
10s) enlisted in the Leadership Academy. Four of
those pupils Simone Nyame, Khafayat Kensington,
Christina Ajose, and Harriet Mesagan have recently
been selected to volunteer at the Youth Olympics
in Singapore in August.
Over the next few months they will be not only
studying hard for their GCSEs, they will also be
working along with 30 pupils from other Southwark
schools to raise the money needed for their trip.
Their campaign was launched in March at Bacons’ College where Ernst and Young were raising
money for Sport Relief.

Southwark’s Academy of Young Leaders in Sport
Seven Year 10 BTEC Diploma in Sport pupils participated in
this year’s Leadership Academy hosted by the City of
London Academy. Bacons’ School Sport Partnership in
Southwark is supporting approximately 60 young people to
develop their leadership skills in a sporting context and
then to harness their new skills by volunteering at local
primary schools.
30 of the most dedicated young leaders will graduate into
Southwark’s Academy of Elite Leaders and will be invited
to volunteer at the Youth Olympics in Singapore or Malawi
to work on community based projects. They may also be
counted as one of the many volunteers at the London 2012 Olympics.
In January, our young leaders started the second phase of the Leadership Academy by
volunteering, for the next 8 weeks, at Surrey Square Infants School. They will be assisting
instructors and coaches in a variety of sporting activities. They are all hoping to qualify for Elite
Leadership Academy.

London Schools Cross Country in Parliament Hill Fields, Camden
In February, we took a year 8/9 team & one year 11 pupil to participate in the London Schools
Cross Country at Parliament Hill in Camden. It was an excellent day of competition with some
amazingly good athletes competing to go through to the nationals. Our best placed male and
female runners, Jonathan Haggerty and Samantha Soloman, worked hard to come 84th and 64th
gain their place. William Lawrence, Ky-Shan Muir, Frankie Russell, Conor Gartland, Larissa
Lorracher, Alisha Safo and Isha Kamara all worked hard in tough conditions to finish the course.
Our year 11 pupil, Momad Ahmad, unfortunately became injured and therefore was unable to
participate.
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London Southbank University – Sports Science Taster Day
16 Year 10 BTEC Diploma in Sport pupils attended London Southbank University. It was a unique
opportunity for pupils to set their sights towards university and study now with a purpose and a
goal. They participated in a number of workshops, designed to highlight the many career paths
and options available through their study of sport, and to give them an idea of what university life
could be like.

Sports Scholarship
In September 2010, the Walworth Academy PE Department will welcome our first Sports
Scholarship pupils.16 young people will receive bursaries of £400 per year to assist them in
developing their sporting talents and to provide additional opportunities to excel in their field.
They will attend courses, training days and receive coaching, designed to harness their talent and
give them access to clubs, and high levels competition.
At the end of November, we welcomed 18 eager and enthusiastic young boys and girls from a
variety of Southwark Primary Schools to the first of two assessment days at the Elephant and
Castle. They were tested in a range of sports related skills to ascertain their levels of excellence.
We were very pleased with the standard and picked a number of pupils to go through to the
second round of our trials at the end of January. We also had the opportunity to seeing those who
were unable to make it in the first round. STOP PRESS: we have since awarded a number of sports
scholarships for our Year 7 starting in September 2010.

Athletics
This year, we have begun our Athletics programme
early, with an aim of developing our young athletes in
preparation for the season of Athletics in 2010. The
Athletics competitions are well-established, extensive
rounds of competition that lead to the All English
Schools Championships in July. We are looking forward
to our pupils qualifying for the Borough Championships
and then on to the English Schools.
So far, we participated in the Year 8 & 9 Southwark Schools Indoor Athletics Competition, with the
Year 7 competition in January. To give all pupils the opportunity to participate in these events,
we chose to open up them up to the younger age group therefore allowing our year 7’s to
participate in the year 8 competition. Jessie Mak, Fatmata Sesay-Owen, Taniah Lovell, Danielle
Ilori, Ellie Rogers, Chioma Smith, Harry Dalton, Mbiyeye Luntadila, & Herbert Kerry (pictured
above), in addition to Georgia Gagin, Hassan Hassan, Stanie Samaki, Sholaye Amiwero, did a
wonderful job at winning us some valuable points. Although we did not win, it was good to
showcase our budding talent.
Following their enthusiasm and experience in the year 8 & 9 Southwark Schools Indoor Athletics
Competition, our year 7’s participated in the Year 7 Southwark Schools Indoor Athletics
Championships. After three weeks of competition, our girls were lying third, six points from the
top, and our boys were lying second, 3 points from the top. It was an exciting and intense last day
of competition with all teams performing at their best in the hope of winning more points.
On that last day, Walworth Academy Year 7 Indoor Athletics team dug deep to triumph over City
of London Academy, Bacons’ and Globe to go through to the next round.
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Sport England Event
Leanne was chosen by Sterling Muschett, Reach and Teach Basketball Coach, to
represent Walworth Academy at a sports function, organised by the Sports
Action Zone, and attended by the Sports Minister Gerry Sutcliffe MP, Chief
Executive of Sport England Jennie Price, Denise Lewis and Nell McAndrew.
The event was organised to encourage more girls to participate in sports.
Leanne was chosen because Sterling had recognised her talent and commitment
to PE in his lesson. At the start of the event pupils and staff from many schools
from around South London were gathered in the assembly point for a talk and
discussion with the sports minister and Denise Lewis (Gold medallist in
heptathlon 2000 Olympics).

American Football
Our KS4 pupils jumped at the chance to participate in American
Football and don all of the gear at the Damilola Taylor Centre;
Raymond Gborie, Malick Jeng, Noah Adeoye, Abdalla Ali, Royce
Edwards are pictured here.

Football News
Year 7 – have played 5 matches, winning three. Outstanding performances by Gozie, Ashley and
Reece led to them being talent scouted by Tottenham Football Club. Ashley, Gozie and Hadley
have been selected to play in the South London District Championships.
We also competed in the Southwark 5-a-side Championships. Unfortunately, our girls finished as
runners up at Millwall recently.
Year 8 – are through to the 3rd round of the English Schools competition and will play later this
month to see whether they qualify for the next round. However, in the South London cup, they
are enjoying great success, finishing top of their group, with only two matches left to play.
Year 9 – have qualified for the third round of the Inner London Cup beating Stepney Green 6-2.
John Mesagan scored a hat-trick and was named Man of the Match. They face Forest Hill in the
4th round.
Year 10 – have played three matches so far, winning two very convincingly. However, they are
not resting on their laurels, they are aware of a number of challenging matches to be played and
are training hard to conquer all of their opponents. We have now moved onto the fourth round,
after beating Cannon Palmer 5-4 on penalties.
Year 11 – have qualified for the third round of the Inner London Cup and are due to play
Woolwich Poly in January. They have a number of schools to play before we can say that we
“have it in the bag”.

Make the news…….
If you’d like to join the Press Team to assist with
the next Walworth Academy newsletter please
contact Mr Overill.
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Find us online:
www.walworthacademy.org

