Walworth News
Spring 2013

Sixth Formers scoop
scholarship awards!

In this issue
Letter from the
Principal

2

Target Work
Prospectus

3

Cyberbullying - Advice 4
and Support
5
BBC School News

6

Fusion Orchestra

7

SPARK Choir
RCM Composition

8

Sing into Spring

9

Working in our
community

10

Young Vic
Debate Mate

11

Sports News

12

Walworth Academy sixth formers found out
some exciting news about funding for their
forthcoming degrees, with one single award
hitting the £40,000 amount. Scholarships are
available for all students to apply for, but only
the most impressive secure this funding.
Noah Adeoye secured a fully funded place to study
English Literature at the New College for the
Humanities with his total award value standing at
£45,000.
Reuben Scholarship
2 awards of £30,000
One such grant was awarded to Lucky Osaro with the figure increasing to
£40,000 to cover his masters in Engineering at UCL.
Driver Award
3 awards of £3,000
One scholarship was awarded to Yiweng Yu to study Economics at SOAS.
Marshall Wace Award
5 awards of £3,000
The following sixth form
students were successful in
securing one of these
scholarships each:
Adrianna Godziek to
read English Literature,
Alfred De Souza to read
Pharmacology at Kings
College,
Fadumo Hersi to read
Biomedical Sciences at
Kings College.

Letter from the Principal
Dear Reader,
I am sure we are all looking forward to a bright and warm summer.
At Walworth Academy we are very excited about the coming term as it brings with it
exciting developments and some change. This term we will be evaluating the
curriculum we provide for all our students and measuring how well it meets their
needs. We will then plan for the improvements to start in September 2013.
We are working hard to support our year 11 and year 13 students in such a
challenging period when they will prepare for their GCSE and A level examinations
which start in May 2013. Every bit of revision and extra work is essential and can
make the difference between a low grade and a high grade.
At the other extreme we are preparing to welcome our new year 7 to induct them
into Walworth Academy so that they are familiar with our expectations and our
values. We will be working closely with our primary partners to ensure they have a
smooth transition into their secondary education.
Next term we will also be inviting parents to come in and meet with us so that we
can begin to prepare students and their parents for university! It may seem a long way
off for year 7 and year 8, but again, if the students do everything we ask as of now and
until they complete their A levels, they will be in such a strong position to select their
courses at the best universities. It is our job to make sure we explain the process to
parents so that they can support their child and support our Academy.
As teachers we are also learning and developing our practice to ensure we further
improve the quality of learning we provide for our students. Currently we are
working to develop and challenge the students even more and to ensure we help
develop the students' language and literacy by insisting that they answer in full
sentences.You too can support us with this by just prompting our young people to
always answer a question with a full sentence.
At Walworth Academy we will continue to develop our practice and our teaching so
that we can continually improve the quality of education we provide for our students.
I hope you too will support us in this by reinforcing our values and our expectations
with our students.
Yours sincerely,
Yvonne Powell
Principal
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Walworth Academy Mathematics Association
We are pleased to inform you that our links
with King’s College, London, are going from
strength to strength. This year our Year 10 and
Year 11 pupils have begun to work alongside
our Sixth Formers at the Mathematics
Department in King’s College. The pupils are enjoying developing their mathematical
skills.
We hope our continued links with King’s College Mathematics department will enable
some of our students to undertake their future study there.

New beginnings, new prospectus
At the beginning of March, thousands upon thousands of Year 6 pupils across the
country heard which secondary school they would be attending from September.
Here at Walworth, we are not different, and we have our 180 new pupils allocated to
us. We are now in the process of getting to know these youngsters – and managing a
long waiting list. There are a large number of Year 6 pupils who would like to come
here, but have had to be turned away.
We held a successful Year 6 open morning for our new pupils towards the end of
March, when Ms Powell spoke of her vision for the future achievements of the
academy and these pupils.
As part of this, we have
produced a new prospectus
– have a look at:
http://tinyurl.com/
WA2013
This is the picture on the
front cover. Well done to
Samuel Raifu and Kothar
Adair.
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PROTECTING YOUR CHILDREN FROM
CYBER BULLYING
Children love their mobile phones and access to Social Networks sites and messaging
services like BBM.
However, children can be cyber bullied by other young people through
these services and may not know who to turn to for help.
This short guide gives 5 key important tips to help you support your
children online.
Cyber bullying is the use of ICT, particularly mobile phones
and the internet, to deliberately bully and upset someone
else.
Currently 1 in 5 children claim to have been a victim and this type of
bullying can be much worse than other forms of bullying because it can
be 24/7 and involve a mass audience.
Cyber bullying can take many forms including; the posting of crude
comments or pictures posted on a social networking site, threats by
text messages, harassment, stalking or even impersonation online.
However there are some important actions that young people can do to protect themselves
from being the victim of cyber bullying and 5 key steps that you as a parent or carer can do to
help protect your children.

 KEEP TALKING
Be alert to your child seeming upset after using the internet or their mobile
and remember that it may be hard for your child to tell you that they are
being cyber bullied. They may be scared or feel that it will only get worse
if they tell you.
Remember also that your child may have been threatened by the bully not
to tell, or they may feel childish asking their parents for help. They may also be anxious that
access to the internet or their mobile phone may be taken away because of what has happened.

 MAKE SURE THEY’RE NOT THE BULLY OR BYSTANDER
Because it is easy for a child who is bullied to respond in an inappropriate way, for example by
replying to a nasty message, it may be that they are accused of cyber bullying. Furthermore
because of peer pressure a lot of cyber bullying can be extended through by-standers
forwarding on messages or photos and making it worse. It’s important to make sure your
children know that if they “laugh at it they are part of it!” and they must not join in, but
report it to a teacher or parent.
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 TALK TO YOUR SMALL SCHOOL HEADTEACHER

If the cyber bullying has taken place between pupils in the academy
it must be recorded and if serious the police may be informed. You
can contact the small school headteacher for your child by calling
the school office on 0207 450 9570.

HELP THEM TO USE THE TOOLS

A lot of cyber bullying takes place on Social Networking websites
like Facebook or Last.fm and Messenger products such as BBM.
Children can exchange a lot of personal information via these
services and can feel excluded if they are not able to interact
with their peers online.
There are important safety features built into these services and
it’s vital that young people set their profiles to Private and not
public so that they only connect with contacts they know. There
are also important tools on these services to block messages and
report offensive comments to the service provider or police.
Remember that most Social Networking sites like Facebook and Bebo are for young people over 13
years of age. So children in primary schools are lying about their ages if they are using them!

If you would like support in using these tools please contact your child’s small school
headteacher as we can offer support and advice.
You should monitor your child’s use of social networking sites—they should not be
posting information that can be used to track their location or academy. Posting
information or using images about the academy is against the academy Code of
Conduct.

GIVE GOOD ADVICE

If our child is being cyber bullied it is crucial they:
1. Do not retaliate or reply (otherwise they might be accused of being
a bully too).
2. Keep the evidence of offending e-mails, texts or posts as this can
prove who sent it.
3. Report the cyber bullying immediately to the school, service
provider (Facebook / Blackberry), or if a criminal offence has taken
place, to the police.

FURTHER HELP
Watch a powerful film with your children about cyber
bullying at http://www.digizen.org/resources/cyberbullying/films/uk/lfit-film.aspx
Get advice at www.childline.org.uk 0800 1111 and www.cybermentors.org.uk
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This year our junior journalists have been
‘working their socks off’ to compile this year’s
School Report. For months now we have been
meeting after school and working together,
gathering up news about events in our
community, as well as those nationally and
internationally. We have been tracking new and
developing stories such as covering changes the
government plan to make to education and entry
into university, the demands expected of
Academies to achieve the highest grades, the
new Pope, Comic Relief, Racism, 3D technology
advances and much more besides.

We were working up to the deadline of 21st
March, when our news would be broadcast live
and for it to be published on the school and BBC
website. We have covered stories which, in our
view as journalists, we feel are important and
interesting. We wanted people to understand
current events in the news, from a student’s
point of view. Below are reflections from two of
the BBC School Report team 2013.
Written by Beatriz, Year 7 BBC School
Reporter

Nadelka’s Day
Today was the best day ever! We got to write two news
reports about “Breaking News.” One of my reports was on the
pressures of going to university and the pressures of having to
get such high grades at GCSE. It is called “Pupils and Sixth
Formers vs. government criteria for university”. I interviewed
a number of our sixth formers and asked them about their
experiences of studying and the demands being made on them.
Check out our reports on the school website
www.walworthacademy.org/BBC-News-Report .

Adesayo’s Experience
This year another group of brilliant year 7’s took on the
challenge of being news reporters. After volunteering to take
part we had sessions with Ms Ali to train and prepare us for the deadline day and when that day
came we were more than ready!
On 21st March 2013, we all hurried into the library to meet Ms Ali and
began one of the best days of our reporting lives. We all searched and
thought hard for a story to complete after research. Editor and Chief,
René-Amber Lorraine, looked through our notes and decided what
would be published on the BBC’s website. I covered a story on a famous
video game character that is being honoured this year and Aaliyah
covered a story on the changing faces of racism. For the last two hours
we worked harder than ever to meet the deadline and we did it! This
momentous event is all thanks to Ms Ali.
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Fusion Orchestra Residential
On the weekend of 15th March ten students
from Walworth Academy attended a weekend
residential at Rookesbury, near Portsmouth, in
preparation for this year’s Barbican Gala
extravaganza.

As well as performing, pupils also had the
opportunity to engage in many team building
exercises with other schools in the Ark network,
including: night walks, a campfire, cabaret night,
morning capoeria, archery, mime, rifle shooting
and various problem solving tasks.

Joining Mr Craze and Miss Fraser were...
Chaplin members: Chinedozie Onokwai (yr9),
Sean Osei-Agyemang (yr 8), Nadelka Cleary (yr
7), Jenny Lu (yr 9) and Alex Smith (yr 9).
Babbage members; Badewa Lahan (yr 9), Labake
Raifu (yr 9) and Lily Lu-Zheng (yr 9).
Seacole members; Kemi Alake (yr 10) and
Hassan Osei-Tutu (yr 10).

During the weekend two of the Walworth pupils
were awarded by their sectional leaders awards
for being the best overall performer within their
group. These awards went to Kemi Alake
(Woodwind section) and Hassan Osei-Tutu
(Brass section).

Throughout the weekend pupils rehearsed the 3
main orchestra pieces for the Barbican Gala, as
well as a variety of small chamber ensembles,
This year’s Barbican Music Gala looks set to be
which the pupils only learned at the weekend.
an amazing event. Make sure you get your tickets
as soon as they become available.
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The Walworth Sounds Spring 2013
Sing Sing Sing: SPARK Residential
The Spring term started with the ARK network’s
SPARK Choir residential that took place on the
weekend of January 25th at Rookesbury Hall in
Hampshire.

Academy’s performance of ‘Read all about it’ by
Emily Sande. Sena was a hit with his rendition of
‘Chasing Cars’ by Snow Patrol. Staff and artists
delighted the audience with their a capella and
comical performances.

Seven Walworth academy singers took place in
the residential:
Larissa Lorracher, Stephen Adeoye, Sena Chin,
Danielle Ilori and new members Andree Amuni,
Samuel Murray and Boran Pisiren.

On Sunday morning the SPARK Choir
performed the items they had rehearsed
throughout the weekend. We enjoyed
expressive and stylish interpretations of ‘This
Little Light of Mine’ and ‘Seal Lullaby’ providing a
They enjoyed a weekend of music rehearsals and real taste of what is to come in the summer at
performances, learning the main choral
the Barbican concert. The chamber vocal groups
repertoire in preparation for the ARK Barbican gave us unforgettable interpretations of ‘Joyful,
Music Gala, but also working in smaller chamber Joyful’ and Stevie Wonder’s ‘If you really love
singing groups, receiving more opportunities for me’.
solos and improvised sections.
There were some unforgettable highlights over
But that was not all . . . . Samuel Murray was
the course of the residential. One such moment voted as the most dedicated singer in the Bass
was the cabaret night on the Saturday evening
section. We knew that Samuel would shine as
where all of the academies prepared and
soon as he joined the Choir this year. Well done
performed an item of their choice. Boran Pisiren and thank you. You have made the Walworth
delighted with his solo during Walworth
group very proud!

Royal College of Music Composition Course
In February we were delighted to receive an
invitation for aspiring Year 10 composers to
attend a composition course, over three
weekends, organised by the Royal College of
Music. Three students were nominated for the
course, all of whom are currently studying Music
at GCSE level: Naomi Mankrado, Kemi Alake
and Ben McCarthy.

confidence with their composition skills. They
received tuition from RCM composition tutors
and advice and support from RCM composition
students.

All three students completed an individual
composition in the course of the three
weekends. Two of these were selected and
performed by professional musicians and
The students received advice and support on
students from the RCM. If you would like to
creating and developing original musical ideas
listen to Ben’s and Naomi’s compositions please
and on the use of the software notation
visit our Academy’s website:
programme Sibelius. They explored conventions www.walworthacademy.org > Music
used in different musical genres and grew in
Department > News
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This is how Ben and Naomi commented on the
experience and musical learning gained from the
course: “The course helped me understand how
to arrange my musical ideas and how to write in
different octaves for different instruments”.
Naomi Mankrado said: “I am now more flexible
with my thinking about my compositions. I have

learnt many new techniques, such as turning
words into rhythms and melodies, creating
counter melodies and arranging music for a small
ensemble”.
Well done to all three students as we look
forward to many more musical successes in the
future for them all.

Sing into Spring
Sing into Spring is an annual event that brings
together singers from all secondary ARK
Academies. The event is a prequel to the
Barbican Music Gala but also an opportunity for
new groups to showcase their work and to
perform in front of a very warm, positive and
supportive audience. Isaac Newton Academy
hosted the day in their brand new academy
buildings.

received positive commendations from all those
present.
This was the second opportunity for SPARK
members to meet and rehearse as a group building on the work they had completed at the
January residential, including solos from
Walworth Academy student Danielle Ilori.
Sena Chin reflected on the day: “I had the
chance to work more on my resonance and my
vibrato; I really enjoyed the end of the day when
we all sang ‘Express Yourself Together’ it was
upbeat and made us feel good.”

We were extremely privileged to receive a
conducting master-class during the day. We
rehearsed our choir’s selected item in
preparation for the afternoon’s performance. ‘I
Look to You’ was chosen by Skye Campbell for
our Choir to perform at the event. Mr Welton
assisted us with the rehearsal, sharing tips and
rehearsal techniques with the group. This
enabled our singers to perform with confidence,
clarity and good projection. Their performance
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We are extremely lucky to work alongside the
ARK network of schools and with a team of
excellent and inspirational musicians. Our
students continue therefore receiving invaluable
opportunities to grow in confidence and
musicianship, enjoying musical excellence and
high standards of performance.

9

Working with and for our Community
Our students’ safety and well-being is always our priority and so over the last term we have played
an integral role in the Aylesbury Action Group. This group represents the police, Community Safety
in Southwark, Council housing representatives, community groups such as Creation and XLP as
well as Walworth Academy.
Our aim is to ensure that we do all we can to support the residents in and around the Aylesbury
Estate and that we work to improve the feeling of people being safe. Although I represent the
Academy, there is a student group, all living on the Estate, which has participated in activities to
ensure their voice is heard. For example, Harriet Harman came to visit us last term with the aim of
meeting our students and showing her support for the Academy. She listened to the students’
concerns and recorded each one, with a commitment to actually go and talk to the Council. These
were some of the things the students discussed:

Anti-social behaviour on the Estate, particularly from outsiders.

Issues related to litter and removal of rubbish.

The condition of their homes and the sense of frustration that it takes so long for
things to be fixed, e.g. the windows.

Rough sleepers on staircases and in doorways.
This same group will now meet with all students who live on the estate so that they can feedback
on their meetings. They will soon be visiting the council CCTV Office so that they can be
instrumental in suggesting where cameras should be placed.
Working with our community is so important to us. Please remember that at each parents’ evening
we will have representation from various groups and we hope to also have colleagues from the
residents’ associations who are all there to listen to, help and support you and your family.
Ms Y Powell
Principal
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Young Vic Schools’ Festival 2013
On the 6th and 7th February 2013 the year 9
drama group performed in the Maria Space at
the famous Young Vic theatre in Waterloo .
The production ‘Two Endless Minutes’ was
developed and written by students in
classrooms over a 12 week period and shaped
by the Creative writer Stewart Melton and
Director Natalie Ibu from the Young Vic.

We would like to thank all the Walworth
Academy students, staff and parents who came
to watch them.

Cast Members representing Walworth academy:
Danial Abeyat, Saleem Arisekola, Tyler
Dymond, Berkan Ergun, Maria Karelina, Jariatu
Kargbo, Orvil Menacho Butron, Mohamed Mirzaie,
Abdul Onakoya Makanjuola, Darrieal
The students worked like professionals alongside Ramku, Alfred Senda, Haddy Senghore, Leon
industry experts to develop their material, music Trotman, Jack Tubb, Fredrick Williams.
and props. The amazing set was designed and
made just for this production. This was a
“I loved performing on a professional stage; I
wonderful exposure to the range of expertise
definitely want to work in theatre in the future.”
involved in the staging of theatrical events. All of Abdul Onakoya Makanjuola.
the Walworth Academy students performed
“I can’t believe I remembered all the technical
with commitment, energy and sheer enjoyment. cues, I was so scared at first but I nailed it.”
Jariatu Kargbo.
“The experience has really driven me more in
pursuing an acting career. I want to learn
everything about drama, to be the best.” Maria
Karelina.
“It was so interesting to see how the story and
design ideas came together to communicate
meaning and awesome illusions on stage.”
Haddy Senghore.
“The director gave me the best prop – I felt
special.” Fredrick Williams.

Debate Mate
A huge well done to the Debate Mate Team,
made up of students from Chaplin and Babbage,
who have challenged teams from other schools
since the beginning of November last year. The
team has had two hugely successful
performances at Haberdashers’ Aske’s and
Charter School in the Urban Debate League .

Gezer, Jamal Wilson, Kaidi Akinnibi, Ayodeji
Ijishakin, Rizhelmae de Guzman, Nejat Fikret,
Badewa Lahan. You have all been a credit to the
school.

Our Debate Mate team will now progress to take
part in the Urban Debate Cup in April. A big well
done to Samuel Okusaga, Ahmed Roble, Baran
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Southwark Athletics Champions
Congratulations to the year 7 athletics team,
who competed in the London Regional Sports
Hall finals. Our students not only represented
Walworth Academy, they also represented the
London Borough of Southwark.

Congratulations to the Year 7 Athletics team: Gibrilla
Koroma, Mubarak Okanlawon, Samuel Folarin,
Lynden McGugan, Obi Onokwai, Lateef AdebayoBada, Israfeel Kusi-Addo and Kehinde Aladenola

Out of the ten finalists across London, Walworth
Academy finished second to St.Paul's
Academy. This was a phenomenal achievement
as the level and standard of competition was
very high this year.

Rowing 4 Results Activity Day
On the 28th January 2013 London Youth Rowing
came into Walworth Academy to present a Row
4 Results activity day. The idea behind the day
was to introduce inner-city children to the world
of rowing. Over 200 children from Walworth
Academy took part in numerous rowing
activities which included sprint races, team races
and relays over set distances and times. Every
child that took part on the day thoroughly
enjoyed their experience of rowing.

Walworth Academy Basketball Team
Over the past few months we have taken part in passion Walworth fought through to become
numerous games against another ARK school,
the victors.
Evelyn Grave Academy. So far we are yet to be
beaten and our latest victory was a hard earned
47-41 win. This was a tough game: Walworth
had fallen behind by 8 points by the end of the
first quarter. By half time we had clawed back
the points to go into the interval with the score
tied. The game was close but with heart and

Make the news…….
If you’d like to join the Press Team to assist with
the next Walworth Academy newsletter please
contact Mr Overill.
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Find us online:
www.walworthacademy.org

