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Walworth Academy students gave a 
thrilling performance at the Shaw 
Theatre in November, as part of the 
Shakespeare Schools Festival, with their 
version of ‘Romeo & Juliet’.  
 
The year 10 and 11 cast had only 30 
minutes to impress and were warmly 
received by the audience, for their 
delivery of this classic tragic love story.  
Jenni Malarkey, Venue Director 
commented that each cast member 
displayed a ‘clear understanding of the 
play and its characters’. Each actor wore 
a colour to represent their allegiance to 
either the Montague or Capulet family, 
with a stylish Academy logo on the 
front too.  The lighting complimented 
the cast’s costume with electrifying 
blues and reds in line with the costumes 
worn by each family. 
 
Walworth is especially proud of its cast 
members who have already achieved 
early GCSE grades such as A and A*. 
Ms. Rhooms, Head of Drama at 
Walworth who was in the audience, 
commented on the following actors’ 
individual contributions: 

Noah Adeoye’s excellent vocal 
projection could be heard from 
the back of the auditorium, with 
the strong resonance of any 
West End actor. 

Afiya Muir captivated the audience 
with her vibrant and balanced 
portrayal of a young girl torn 
between her family and her love.  

Year 11 BTEC performing art 
student Bisola Akanbi 

depicted an interesting and 
playful Mercutio by using rhythm 
to make sense of the 
Shakespearean language with 
ease and control. 

Zainab Malik demonstrated her 
versatility as an actor, using the 
skills developed in her BTEC 
acting course, by playing multiple 
main roles and having a strong 
stage presence throughout. 

Issac Lindo used great physicality 
with subtlety to create a holy 
and humorous Friar Lawrence, 
who kept the audience in 
stitches upon his every arrival 
and exit on stage. 

Przha Mahyaddin played a sweet 
and unassuming Lady Capulet. 

 

Mrs Hepburn Smith, Play Director and 
Drama Teacher said, “I am immensely 
proud of all of the actors. We look 
forward to future performances on the 
big stage and would like to encourage all 
Drama students to ‘tread the boards’.” 

Walworth’s “star-cross’d” 
actors take to the stage! 
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A message from the Principal 

A message from Ms Dunphy 
Being a member of staff and Head of Seacole has 
been the most rewarding time of my career.  
Working with the students and with Mr. Hanson, 
I have learnt many things. Most important is the 
value and pure joy of robust and genuine 
relationships with the children. My favourite part 
of the job is seeing them on their way to lessons 
and having a brief chat about their day, discussing 
their learning and just seeing how they are. 
 
It has been a privilege and an honour to get to 
know them - our children are personable young 
adults who are genuinely good company and 

make me laugh.  Parents, equally I have enjoyed 
working with you over the years and continue to 
value your support in what we are trying to 
achieve. 
 
It is with great sadness and regret that I leave 
Walworth Academy to take up my new job in 
Oxford, where I now live. 
 
With love and the best of memories 
 

Jo Dunphy 

Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our students through what has proved to 
be a hard term. We are proud of the progress that our young people have made and once again 
there are many contributions from students and staff to be found in this issue. To those parents 
and carers of Year 11 students I would ask that you continue to support them with revision and 
study over the Christmas period as they ready themselves for examinations. To our Year 12 
students in the Sixth Form, please be mindful of important examinations in January and allow 
sufficient time over the festive period to prepare thoroughly. 
 
Standards of uniform and attendance have been maintained during the cold weather and I would 
like to recognise the efforts that so many of our young people have made in order to ‘be the best 
that they can be’. 
 
My thanks also goes to parents and carers for their support for students attending events such as 
the Shakespeare Schools Festival, our numerous music events, sporting fixtures, Gifted and 
Talented programmes and the many maths events. Of particular note is the work of WAMA and 
Imperial College – thank you, Dr. Ahmadi. 
 
Finally I must inform you that our Head of Seacole and Vice Principal, Ms. Dunphy, is leaving for 
pastures new. I am sure all of you will join me in wishing her the best as she takes up a position 
more local to her in Oxford where she now lives. Her contributions over the last three years 
have proved invaluable as we have seen results soar and the prospects for our young people 
improve dramatically. Mr. Agui steps in to take on the role of Head of Seacole and I am sure you 
will wish him well in this new role. 
 
I wish you and your family a merry Christmas and a happy New Year, 
 
God Bless, 
 
Devon Hanson 
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Prize Giving 2010 
Principal’s Special Awards 
Swara Kadir Outstanding achievement in English 

Beti Rohmatika Outstanding achievement in Maths 

Darren Abbey Outstanding achievement in Music 

Patrick Moro Outstanding achievement in Music 

Emmanuel Stevens Outstanding achievement in Science 
Ebrima Wundah David Idowu Memorial Prize – awarded for exemplary service to the local community 

Harry Coulston Outstanding achievement in Physical Education 

Flavia Ivanaj For living out the ethos of Chaplin school on a daily basis 

Sultana Uddin For living out the ethos of Babbage school on a daily basis 

Jennifer Mensah For living out the ethos of Seacole school on a daily basis 

Mahad Ahmed Hagi Excellent start to Sixth Form studies 

Thomas Salussolia Sixth Form award for contribution to whole community 

KS3 Awards (Selection) 
9 Babbage Muhammad Rabbani  Art Passed GCSE ART in Year 9 

9 Babbage Chantelle O’Hagan  Art Passed GCSE ART in Year 9 

9 Chaplin Nomin Batsaikhan  Art Passed GCSE ART in Year 9 

7 Babbage Kai Brown English Improved 2 whole levels in a year 

7 Chaplin Flavia Ivanaj English Improved 3 sub levels 

9 Chaplin David Nguyen English For outstanding achievement in gaining level 7 

8 Babbage Hayley Knight Geography Works hard and contributes well to class ethos 

9 Babbage May Che History Consistently producing work of a high standard 

9 Babbage Atolani Oganla Information Technology For producing excellent coursework 

8 Chaplin Shenhui Zhang Mathematics Hard work and excellent attitude in lessons 

9 Chaplin Tommy McCarthy Modern Foreign Languages Excellent work and attitude to learning 

7 Babbage Rachel Dodd-Singer Music For leading African Drumming groups 

9 Chaplin Harry Davis Physical Education For making excellent progress in PE 

7 Chaplin Kelaisha  Maize Religious  Education Excellent  participation during class discussion 

7 Chaplin Henoc Ntambwe Science Achievement in Science 

KS4 Awards (Selection) 
Abdalla Ali 

Religious 
Education 

Consistently producing work of a high standard and achieving good grades 

Mohammed 
Uddin 

Art Completing work of a consistently high standard 

Zabih Ahmed 
Business 
Studies 

Consistently producing work of a high standard and achieving good grades 

Billy Browne CoPE Consistently producing work of a high standard and achieving good grades 

Thomas 
Cheeseman 

Drama Consistently producing work of a high standard and achieving good grades 

Beti Rohmatika EAL/EMA Consistently producing work of a high standard and achieving good grades 

Conner King English For outstanding achievement in gaining A* in English GCSE during Year 10 

Zhaoyu Hu Geography Consistently producing work of a high standard and achieving good grades 
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Spirit of London Youth Awards 2010 
Students from Walworth were given a special 
VIP Police escort as star guests to the Spirit of 
London Youth Awards. This highly prestigious 
event is held annually to recognise our young 
achievers in London. It was held at the O2 
Arena on Saturday 27th November 2010. 

There were many big names in the world of 
music performing including: 

ROLL DEEP – TOPLOADER – FLAWLESS – 
LABRINTH – DALEY BASHY – ROBBIE CRAIG 
+ TCM CHOIR  

Students attending wore formal attire in the 
colours black and white in recognition of 
Damilola Taylor whose father spoke at the 
event and introduced some awards. It was a 
fabulous 
evening and 
the students 
were 
outstanding 
ambassadors 
for our 
school. 

Walworth Academy Mathematics 
Association (WAMA)  

Congratulations to our Year 8 WAMA pupils: 
Taniah Lovell, Amin Elmourabit, Adeolu  
Adeoye of 8B1 and  Ben McCarthy from 8C1 
for taking part in the annual ARK maths 
Challenge, held at King Solomon Academy.  
 
It was a very dynamic and exciting challenge 
with seven teams competing from the ARK 
Academies. There were thrilling rounds, both at 
team and individual level, with some very 
demanding questions and mathematical puzzles.  

The Walworth Academy team did their level 
best and came third with each student receiving 
a bronze medal. This tournament provided an 
insight for WAMA students to realise there are 
challenges and opportunities outside of lessons, 
where skills and knowledge are tested. It was a 
very inspiring competition and we are looking 
to achieve gold when the next round is held at 
Walworth.  
Dr A. Ahmadi & Dr T. Quilter 

Muad Nuradin History 
Consistently producing work of a high standard and achieving 
good grades 

Yiweng Yu Mathematics For achieving A* Maths in Yr 10 

Malik Harris-Aldridge 
Modern Foreign 
Languages 

Excellent work and attitude to learning 

Glody Mayala Physical  Education All round effort and enthusiasm for PE 

Zainab Malik Religious  Education 
Consistently producing work of a high standard and achieving 
good grades 

Juan Quiroga Science 
Consistently producing work of a high standard and achieving 
good grades 

Kelly Mucomwiza Technology Some nice work has been developed 

Arkadiusz Michalak 
Hospitality and 
Catering 

Consistently producing work of a high standard and achieving 
good grades 
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ShoutSouth: Walworth’s ‘Got Talent’! 
In November, twenty talented students from 
Walworth Academy joined 240 pupils aged 9 to 
13 from across south London, at Southbank 
University for ‘ShoutSouth’: a project looking to 
celebrate imaginative writing. The aims of the 
event were to develop the confidence and 
ambition of young authors, and to assist in their 
own story writing.  

The project ran over three days, including fun 
interactive workshops in writing and illustrating, 
led by established published authors. The 
children met up with the inspiring authors 
beforehand at the local library and put questions 
to them about how they had become writers. At 
the workshops, the students learned not only 

about how to write and illustrate a story but 
about all the different elements that make up a 
published work so that they could see their ideas 
through, from pen to publishing. Authors shared 
their journeys towards becoming published 
writers which further motivated our budding 
young stars to take risks and write their own 
stories. 

A selection of the stories the children wrote 
during the workshops are being uploaded to a 

specially created website 
www.shoutsouth.org.uk. A vibrantly designed 
book containing many of the stories and 
illustrations will also be available from January in 
schools and libraries throughout the boroughs of 
Lambeth, Lewisham, Wandsworth and 
Southwark. One of the aims of the project was 
to encourage children to realise that creative 
writing as a career is an attainable goal and a 
possible lucrative career option. 

Pupils really benefited from this experience as 
their feedback reveals: 

‘What I liked best about ShoutSouth was 
meeting the authors and writing my own 
stories. I learned how to illustrate and the 
procedures that you need to follow.’  

Kaidi Akinnibi 

 

‘It was brilliant going out to the university and 
working with real writers. I really enjoyed the 
experience and will use the tips in all of my 
writing’  

Riyan Moussaoui 

 

As you can see, our students honed their writing 
and illustration talents directly from the ‘masters’ 
and realised that they also have the potential and 
capability to realise their dreams of becoming 
published and seeing their writing in print. For 
those children with a flair for writing and 
illustration, the festival presented attainable 
careers and future pathways for their writing. 
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Choral Music Experience with Doreen 
Rao  

On the 25th of November, the Walworth 
Advanced Choir took part in the CME (Choral 
Music Experience) training, aimed at nurturing 
choral singing in schools.  The day was led by 
the inspirational Dr Doreen Rao, Head of 
Faculty of the Choral Music Experience and 
a true innovator in the world of singing 
pedagogy. Eighty advanced singers from across 
the ARK network of schools joined the 
Walworth students and Dr. Rao in this intensive 
one day training.  
 
Walworth academy’s ONE VOICE choral 
programme, that culminates each year in a music 
gala at The Barbican, is based on the vision and 
pedagogy of the Choral Music Experience, one 
of the leading practices in choral music in the 
world.  
 
Doreen is wonderful and although our boys and 
girls didn’t quite know what to make of her at 
times, they all stepped up to the challenge, 
learnt new skills and embraced completely new 
ways of working. I was really impressed with 
their commitment and how fast they were 
taking on this professional musical direction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I also had a great opportunity to conduct the 
choir myself which will significantly enrich my 
practice back in school.   

Below is a list of the pupils involved. I was 
extremely proud of how this group conducted 
themselves on the day.  They were professional, 
courteous and constantly enthusiastic.  They 
immediately demonstrated the benefits of the 
training they received on their  return when 
they performed for the Prize Giving ceremony  
in the Academy that evening.  
 
They should be congratulated: they are 
improving so fast and really can represent 
themselves and the school extremely well.  

Adama Kamara 
Yasmin Bonsra 
Ryanne Jones 
Alisha Safo 
Larissa Lorracher 
Aneka Hamilton 
Samuel Murray 
Jerome Coker 
Danielle Ilori 
Isha Kamara 
Bukunmi Odunaiya 
Fatmata Sesay 
Kenny Lam 
Chioma Smith 

 
Frances Andre 
Music teacher and KS3 Music Coordinator  
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Big Voice  

HSBC Teach First Trading Competition: 
Mathematics and Business  

Five of our pupils have taken part in the HSBC 
Trading Futures challenge which has been 
designed to develop the use of pupils’ 
mathematical and business abilities. The pupils 
who took part in this exciting challenge were: 
Muad Nuradin, Yiweng Yu, Heidi Dang (Year 
11) with Lucky Osaro and Emmanuel Collins 
(Year 12). Our pupils participated in a simulated 
trading game where they learnt how the stock 
exchange functions and the process of buying 
and selling shares. The pupils were taught by Dr 
Quilter and Miss Docherty who helped them 
prepare for the competition. If successful in 
completing the game, they will be invited to go 
to HSBC for an awards ceremony and a tour of 
the trading floor.  

This has been a great opportunity to allow 
some of our most able pupils to see the 
practical application of mathematics and inspire 
them to pursue careers in the City. We 
certainly hope to run future events like this and 
have the pupils inspired by economics!    

Walworth Academy media students attended  
the BT Big Voice launch event near the Olympic 
park in East London last month. British 
Telecom’s Big Voice is a new programme 
designed in anticipation of the London 2010 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. It aims to teach 
teenagers how to work together, to debate what 
needs to change in their communities, focusing 
on solutions, and then sharing stories through 
the use of digital media.  

Our year 10 BTEC media students took part in 
this nationwide competition, with a submission 
of their proposals for a film that will seek to  
bring their ideas to life. These proposals will be 
judged by expert panels and three proposals 
from each of the  participating regions of the UK 
will be selected to be made into  a  film. In the 
brainstorming session, Walworth Academy 
students came up with some great ideas on how 
to change their communities and they thoroughly 
enjoyed the day. Our students also got the 
opportunity  to meet and discuss their ideas 
with  Paralympic gold medallist, Ade Adepitan, 
which was the highlight of their day! 
 
The selected schools will work with the BT  Big 
Voice team to produce their films, with the aid 
of a £1000 budget. All of the competing films will 
be shown at live sites, on giant screens set up to 
show the London Olympic and Paralympic games 
at venues across the UK. The finished films  will 
also be available online and shown in selected 
cinemas. The final winner will be announced in 
June 2012. 
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Literacy News at Walworth Academy 
This term Walworth Academy has provided an 
array of activities to enthuse pupils about 
literacy. We celebrated National Poetry Day in 
October when students wrote their own poems 
on the subject ‘home’ for a competition. There 
were some wonderful contributions from our 
young poets, detailing their thoughts and 
feelings about their own environment.  
 
Students have been busy designing posters to 
promote this year’s Walworth Academy 
Spelling Bee.  
 
The Unicorn Theatre is currently working with 
Ms Hepburn and Ms Rhooms so that students 
can participate in a series of master classes 
resulting in their scripts being performed by 
professional actors at the Unicorn Theatre 
 
In the last week of term we ran Dickens Week. 
This is the first time that staff have supported 
events in Key Stage 3 to focus on classic 
literature, in a bid to promote more challenging 
reading. On Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th 
December Mr Philpot and Mr Overill read the 
opening of ‘Great Expectations’ to Year 7 and 8 
students. Charles Dickens often undertook 
dramatic public readings of his own novels, in 
order to gauge public interest in his characters 
and stories. The students were enthralled and 
desperately clutched their seats as they 
discovered the fate of the lead character, Pip. 
The displays were amazing and staff dressed in 
Victorian costume to create an authentic 
atmosphere.    
 

Wednesday 15th December 2010 – Ms Schwartz 
hosted an Accelerated reader party to celebrate 
the achievements of students whose reading has 
improved. Students are encouraged to take a 
book out from the library, suitable for their 
Reading Age and then take an online test once 
they have completed the text. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Purkiss has introduced reading withdrawal 
groups for targeted pupils. This has been a very 
successful initiative with sixth formers ‘buddying 
up’ with Key Stage 3 pupils. Ms Marsden trained 
the sixth formers in paired reading techniques, 
to focus the intervention for Key Stage 3 
students with their reading.         

——————————————————— 

The Independent Learning Resource Centre are 
currently promoting reading through ‘Booked 
Up’, a national programme that entitles every 
year 7 pupil in England to a free book to take 
home and read. 

Every year 7 pupil at Walworth Academy has 
chosen a book from a list of specially selected 
titles. 

The books have now arrived and pupils are now 
enjoying reading their chosen book. 

 

A scene from “Great Expectations” 
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Widening the horizon – “Our Trip to Wales”  

Admissions News 
WA is shaping up to be more popular than ever 
before for the new Year 7 that will start in 
2011.  As many parents will know, we are full in 
most year groups now, and have even taken 
slightly over and above our numbers in our 
current Year 7, such was the demand for places.  
As well as a record number of parents and 
pupils coming to our open days in the Autumn, 
we now understand that a record number of 
parents have made Walworth Academy first 
preference on their Common Application Form 
for 2011. 
 
Our music department has just spent a very 
enjoyable day auditioning some Year 6 pupils for 
one of our music scholarships for 2011.  “The 

standard was very high this year – well done 
Year 6!” commented Director of Music, Ms. 
Metcalf. 
 
In the new year we will be holding our trials for 
our sports scholarships for the Year 6 pupils 
who have applied for them.  
   
We are currently running maths master classes 
in 6 primary schools – and more schools are 
expressing an interest in these.  “I really enjoy 
working with these enthusiastic young people in 
the primary schools,” said Mr Jokonsenumi. 

Accelerated Reader Programme 
Accelerated Reader, is an online comprehension 
programme that monitors students’ 
independent reading. Accelerated Reader books 
have colour coded reading levels and points on 
the spine of each book to assist students in 
choosing a title suitable for their reading age. 
When the student completes a book, he or she 
is directed to take an online quiz on the 
computer. The books are assigned points 
related to difficulty and all points are added up 
with the computer programme tracking 
individual performance on a daily basis. Students 
earn a certain number of points when they pass 
a quiz, and these points earn prizes. The result 
is also calculated as a reading level and as a 
student progresses the difficulty of the books 
read is increased.  
 
  Our aims are to support our students to:  
 Select books on an individual preference 
 Become independent life long readers 
 Recognise their own challenges in reading  
 
The books are located in the school library and 
students have access to the books during library 

classes. Students are able to locate the 
appropriate books by using Book Search in the 
library or with have assistance from our 
librarians, Ms Beache and Ms Kilmartin.  
 
How is a student’s reading level 
determined?  
Students are constantly monitored through the 
computer system for their reading level each 
and every time they take an Accelerated Reader 
test. A determination of reading level is based 
on how well a student does on each of the 
comprehension tests. Every teacher has a 
printout of his or her students' reading levels.  
 
What can I do to help?  
Parents and carers can provide a place and time 
to read every night. You can always ask them: 
"What are you reading?" Talk to them about the 
books they are reading and why they chose 
them. Model for them by reading the 
newspaper, magazines or books with them and 
let them share your enthusiasm.  
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Poetry Competition Winners 
The deadline has passed and all entries have 
now been judged in the Walworth’s Got Poetry 
Talent competition. Making the final decision 
was as hard as choosing an act on ITV’s X 
Factor talent programme as there was so much 
talent to chose from and a range of entries. It 
was particularly lovely to receive so many 
poems from our parents. After much debate and 
deliberation, the winners and winning poems are 
as follows: 
 
My Home by Samuel Okusaga 7 Chaplin 
Homes are places where people stay. 
Unfortunately you have pay. 
My home is a place where I feel safe, 
But for some people it isn’t much of a place. 
 
Now always remember before you go to bed, 
There are people out there who aren’t getting 
fed. 
From tramps to beggars, they are all people too, 
So don’t feel offended when they say hello to 
you. 
 
My Family by Harry Chapman 7 Babbage  
My Mum is like a sunflower 
whenever I am sad  
she brightens up my day 
whenever she says my name to wake me up.  
She always will be there  
even when she’s gone. 
I love my Mum and she loves me. 
 
My Dad is like an elephant  
whenever he blows his nose. 
He is always there when I am sad. 
Whenever he falls asleep on the sofa 
he snores like a digger when it hits the floor, 
but I love my Dad and he loves me. 
 
My Brother is like Muhammad Ali,  
he’s always hitting me. 
But he is always there for me, 
whenever I am sad and when I need help. 
I love my Brother and he loves me. 
 

Home by Noah Adeoye 11 Seacole 
Where does my heart rest when it is broken? 
Where is my refuge when those evil spirits are 
woken? 
Where is my place of refuge when the world 
shuns me? 
And where is that place where only the truth 
am I made to see? 
I start a long day filled with stress and pain 
Stumble through the strong wind and heavy rain, 
But what keeps me going is the fact there is a 
bed to lay in 
Once I get home and finally end that awful day. 
Unless you live on the street you can never 
know 
What it feels like to be alone. 
That’s why after all that stress I open the door,  
Smile and say ‘Home sweet home’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Home, Sweet Home  
By Carol Turner, member of staff, MRO 
Home is where the heart is, or so the saying 
goes.  
We sleep, eat and work there, we even wash 
our clothes.  
It’s a warm and cosy feeling when you walk 
inside the door,  
When all the family are gathered, who could ask 
for more? 
  
Home is where the heart is, it’s where we all 
belong.  
We’d love to spend all day there, but that would 
be so wrong.  
We have to go to work each day, the streets we 
cannot roam,  
For when we walk back through the door, we 
know it’s 

HOME SWEET HOME. 
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Inspiration from ‘Action Jackson’ 
Our Year 9 students were inspired by a special 
performance by ‘Action Jackson’, a motivational 
speaker who challenged our students to aspire 
to “Live your dreams”. This message connected 
with our students at this important stage of 
their lives, as they approach the final terms of 
Key Stage 3 before their full GCSE curriculum 
commences in September. All of our young 
people need to take chances and have the 
confidence to reach for their ambitions in life. 
In between dance, rap, stand-up and questions 
‘Action Jackson’ spoke of his own personal 
struggle to be someone and achieve. 
 

Serious messages on achieving life-goals were 
delivered in a very engaging and motivating way: 
 
“Success doesn’t come on Facebook, BB 
Messenger or X Box – but through study and 
application!” 
 
“Chickens fry and eagles fly!” – meaning we 
should be focused on our goals and see the 
wider picture. 
 
Never run from your fears but face them head 
on: behind every challenge lies a gift – “Run 
from the challenge - you run from the gift.” 
 
Don’t let your friends hold you back or waste 
time ‘sleeping’  – some students sleep for ten 
years before they wake up to reality. 
 
Students were invited to the front to talk about 
their goals and aspirations and we discovered 
future lawyers, doctors, rappers and teachers. 
Student feedback focused on how they would 
act on this life coaching advice: 
“I am going to listen to my mum more.” 
“I won’t let my friends hold me back.” 
“I will aim high and have courage to achieve.” 
 Advice all young people can learn from! 

Home by Tyler Dymond’s parent 
I love being indoors with my children, 
Jordan, Tyler and Misha, especially in the winter 
when the days are short. 
We snuggle up in bed all cosy and warm. 
We love watching the people through the win-
dow while they’re hurrying in the snow 
to get home to the warmth of their house. 
We sometimes laugh when we see the people 
slipping and sliding in the snow. 
And we even go out all dressed up in our coats, 
scarves and gloves to throw snowballs and make 
snowmen. 
That’s what I love about my home and especially  
my children. 

Please consider books as suitable  gifts during the 
festive season.  Look out for more exciting literacy 
events in the New Year. 
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Make the news……. 
If you’d like to join the Press Team to assist with 
the next Walworth Academy  newsletter please 
contact Mr Overill. 

Find us online: 
www.walworthacademy.org 

Join in the debate at Walworth Academy 
As part of the Academy’s Gifted and Talented 
programme, two debating clubs have begun this 
term, open to all students curious to challenge 
themselves and to develop confidence and verbal 
sparring.  
  
The Year 7 Debating Club, facilitated by a 
company called Activ8, has already entered the 
ESU Debating Mace. We were represented by 
two fantastic Year 7 students: Baran Gezer and 
Samuel Okusaga. Both students performed 
extremely well against opposition from Notre 
Dame School three years above them. They 
argued fiercely that the Olympics and other 

sporting events were good for our society, and 
got the audience onside taking the debate to the 
other team well. 
  
Our other debating club is for students in Years 
8-10, and it is run by a prestigious national 
company called 'Debatemate'. Students are being 
trained in argumentative jousting and to become 
skilful in challenging different points of view. 
They will be competing against other schools in 
January in a ‘Debatemate’ competition at Globe 
Academy. We look forward to hearing from 
parents/carers and staff as to how our students 
transfer these skills in their personal learning. 

EAL: Trip to Wales 
My name is Iryna Krupnyk  and I went on an 
activity weekend trip in Wales, with other pupils 
who like myself, have recently moved to the UK. 
I really enjoyed it.  The journey there took ten 
hours instead of four because was a big delay on 
the M4 motorway. The River Severn Bridge was 
very impressive as was the countryside, especially 
after all that traffic. We were all tired, especially 
Mrs Dubeck who was driving, but when we saw 
the mountains of Wales we felt excited and were 
glad when we arrived. 
 

Over the weekend we did a lot of activities in the 
big garden at Tregoyd House. Activity highlights 
included the ‘zip wire’, trapeze and a game of 
“Hide and Seek” which the girls won 4 times! 
We felt like Robin Hood when we did archery. 
When we went on a five mile walk up the 
mountainside – the views were fantastic. 
 
We also liked kayaking, even though it was 
raining a lot that day! I capsized three times 
because I was trying to win the race. In the 
afternoon we were grooming horses to make 
them look beautiful. Sadly we couldn’t ride them 
because it was so wet. 
 
On Monday the journey back home only took 
about 4 hours. And we tried to travel without 
stops, but Vinicius needed to stop for the toilet! 
Thank you to all the EAL staff for planning this 
special trip ! 
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