
Walworth News 

Twenty six students in Year 10 who began studying a new course in Product Design 

at GCSE level entered a competition set by the Design Museum. The brief set by 

the Design Museum and Channel 4‟s Naomi Cleaver was on the theme of “PLAY”. 

We worked with professional designers and marketing strategists to develop our 

design ready to pitch to the board of the museum and the senior marketing 

executive from Deutsche Bank. 

 

In November  2011, we entered one team of five pupils. Across London, more than 

35 schools took part, making 3,000 pupils in total across the country. Our team 

designed a new take on the game of tiddlywinks, this time housed in a handy Oyster 

card-sized holder - easily ticking the boxes for “innovation”, “sustainability” and 

“marketability” as laid out in the brief. The team went on to be shortlisted after the 

first pitching day.  

 

The team consisted of Jason, Ali, Sonny, Trevan and Toby.  They developed the 

game a little further and then along with Mr Sandhu, Mr Herelle and Ms Thomas, 

Director of Learning for Yr10, attended a star-studded gala evening at the Design 

Museum. After a nail-biting two hours where just about every school but ours had 

been mentioned we began to 

feel a little neglected and were 

almost ready to come home, 

when “Walworth Academy” 

were announced as the 

competition winners! The 

award was presented by 

Sebastian Conran, son of Sir 

Terence Conran, who founded 

the museum and who was also 

in attendance. 

 

Sebastian Conran said:  

„On the face of it Slick 

Shooter may look like a tiddlywinks hybrid, but it is really the 

sophistication of the gameplay, rules and playground league where the 

design thinking is evident.‟ 

 

The boys will now develop their game with professional designers and the Design 

Museum – it will be sold in the gift shop and via the website of the Design Museum 

and there are further ambitions to make it into an application for smart phones.  

 

The school will get a bursary from the Design Museum and the profits from sales 

will go a charity nominated by the winning team. The award certainly marks an 

auspicious start for the new Product Design GCSE at Walworth.  

 

Walworth Students win National 

Design Prize 
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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

I am writing to you at what is a crucial period for all of our students in Walworth 

Academy. For Year 11 and indeed Year 10 and some Year 9 students, we are entering a 

period of revision ahead of GCSE and BTEC examinations. Our first Year 13 cohort 

have reached a milestone in their education, nearing the end of „A‟ level and other 

courses.  Many of these students aim to continue on a path to university, which I 

believe many more students in years to come will follow. The sixth form students 

continue to set aspirational academic standards for all of our learning community. 

Elsewhere, at Key Stage 3, Years 7, 8 and 9 look to achieve or better their individual 

subject targets, with a renewed focus on intervention to sustain their outstanding 

progress. 

 

Of course, the life of any Walworth Academy student is enhanced by the wide ranging 

extra curricular activities available – which are detailed in this edition of the 

newsletter and also on our website. It is with great pride that I read about the many 

varied pursuits which our students undertake during school and free time. I am 

reminded of the quote, “Character is the result of two things: mental attitude and the 

way we spend our time.” I believe this is most apt, as we call on you to support us 

not only with key revision, but also with homework, standards of uniform and the 

expectation of learning behaviour: these are the sound foundations on which this 

academy has been built. 

 

I wish all of our students a successful term, may you be confident and reach out to 

your goals. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

Devon Hanson 

Letter from the Principal 
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Year 7 Classics Club at Walworth Academy: 

Living in the Classical World –  

“fortuna fortibus favet” 

Congratulations to the 10 students across 

Babbage and Chaplin who have received “Carpe 

Diem” awards in celebration of their enthusiastic 

participation in the trial of the Year 7 Classics 

club! The Year 7 Classics club began in February 

2012 and has been a roaring success so far. 

 

From dressing up like a Roman to re-enacting a 

real Roman wedding ceremony, fun was to be 

had by all during the 6-week trial of the Year 7 

Classics club.  Interactive learning through role-

play was linked with engaging PowerPoint 

presentations that started enthusiastic discussion 

of many aspects of ancient Roman life. 

Questionable cuisine, the woeful treatment of 

women and the controversial topic of slavery 

were among the subjects covered. 

The Year 7 Classics club will continue in the 

Summer term with a more hands-on, artistic 

approach to the classical world.  Come along and 

make your own delicious gastronomic delicacies, 

discover magnificent mythical monsters and 

produce perfect pottery.  Channel your inner 

classicist and carpe diem! 

Children from local primary schools, Robert 

Browning, Surrey Square and St Paul‟s, came to 

Walworth Academy to  celebrate Chinese New 

Year (The Year of Dragon!) with a story reading 

and writing 

project in 

Chinese. Our 

year 7 and the 

primary pupils 

got together 

with help from 

students, 

Yiweng, Kitty 

and Wensi. The students read stories in Chinese 

and helped the primary school students to write 

and illustrate their own stories about dragons.  

 

Tony Duong, one of the parents whose children 

took part in the workshop said: 

 

“I felt so proud for celebrating Chinese 

New Year at Walworth Academy. This is 

such a great get-together for children, 

thank you so much for organising the 

Celebration!”   

 

We thank 

Tony for 

joining us and 

are truly 

impressed 

with his 

painting of 

Dragon Fish!  

Chinese New Year 



 

 

4 
Walworth News 

Spring 2012 

WAMA Maths national success 
Congratulation to the following WAMA (Walworth Academy 

Mathematical Association) students who were awarded Gold and 

Silver medals for their success in annual national maths competition 

(UKMC): 
 

Gold  

11X1: Harry Davis, Maksims Karacuns, Valentin Michev, David Nguyen,  

  Adalberto Pucca, Ruddy Ribera. 

10X1: Muhammed Uddin 
 

Silver  

11X1: Ebenezer Nkengfack. 

10X1: Deiby Sanchez, Brandon Dunn, Tonye Fiberesima, Sena Chin. 

9B1:  Adeolu Adeoye, Amin Elmourabit. 

9C1:  Ben McCarthy, Jennifer Omole. 

Eco Schools Needs you 
Walworth Academy is re-launching the Eco 

Schools Committee and associated sub-

committees.  

 

Each Small School needs a Recycling Committee 

and an Energy Watch Committee. There is also 

going to be a new Gardening Club where 

students can grow vegetables to be used in Food 

Tech lessons or that can be sold to raise money 

for future projects. Students will be able to grow 

sunflowers and other plants or propagate plants 

for their classrooms. 

 

Some pupils and staff have already expressed 

interest in running or supporting the different 

groups but we welcome all students and staff 

who would like to get involved. Sixth Form 

students are 

particularly welcome 

with a view to 

overseeing some 

project management.  

 

Please contact Ms 

Partridge for more 

information. 

Do you want to learn more 

about topics you study in 

History lessons? 

 

Do you want to carry out 

research to help with your 

homework? 

 

Or just have some fun learning 

about something new? 

 

Then take a look at Active 

History the History Revision 

Site for all Key Stages 

This site is free to all Walworth 

Academy students. 

 

Check it out at... 

 

http://www.activehistory.co.uk/ 

Username: Walworth 

Password: History 

History - for fun! 
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The Year of the Dragon  
Chinese New Year Day this year fell on 

23 January 2012 and to mark the occasion 

Walworth Academy library, together with the 

art department, ran two competitions for the 

best picture of a dragon and for the best short 

story about a dragon, 2012 being the Year of 

The Dragon. A display of books about dragons, 

from dragon myths from all over the world to 

fiction featuring dragons, was put up in the 

library to help with inspiration. The number and 

standard of entries was very impressive and Mr 

Gayle in the art department and Ms O‟Shea and 

Ms Kilmartin, the librarians, had a difficult time 

choosing between them all. 

 
 

The winning stories were: 

for Chaplin, “Loneliness Lies in the Claws of the  

 Dragon” by Zainab Abdulai-Seidu, and  

for Babbage, “The Guardian Dragon” by Alfred  

 Senda.  

 

 

The judges particularly enjoyed the imaginative 

way Zainab constructed the plot of her winning 

story. This is the 

opening paragraph: 

Once upon a time 

there lived in a cottage 

a beautiful but lonely 

girl called Rose. Every 

day and night that 

extraordinary girl 

would sit and cry 

hoping to see a 

dragon, but it seemed 

every time she tried 

she couldn’t find one.  

The reason she hoped 

to see a dragon was 

because her mother 

had mentioned that 

her destiny lay in the 

claws of a dragon and if she didn’t fulfil that destiny 

before Chinese New Year she would follow her 
ancestors into the next generation. 

 

 

Alfred Senda‟s powerful atmospheric tale of a 

boy in China who finds a strange dragon‟s egg in 

an antique shop had the judges gripped and 

wanting to read more.  Here is a short extract: 

Yoshi noticed something 

unusual. The egg was 

hovering in mid-air, 

above ground. Then it 

moved. Yoshi, 

discombobulated, 

stared at the orb in 

front of him. It started 

vibrating… Then it 

happened…The dragon 

was massive, but 
massive was an 

understatement. Yoshi 

wondered how it 

possibly could have 

come from such a tiny 

egg. It was coal black. 

Its features included pitch dark wings and night-

coloured claws. But what struck the most were the 

flame-gold eyes that seemed to see right through 

Yoshi. 

 

The winners of the picture competitions were  

 

Joey Liu 

(Chaplin)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and 

Jennifer 

Chenh 

(Chaplin). 
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FOCUS ON SIXTH FORM 

The school library has been forming links with 

London Southbank University in order to give 

sixth formers a taste of how a higher education 

library works.  

Two groups of students made the short trip to 

the university campus at Elephant and Castle to 

visit the Perry library where they spent a 

morning taking part in a research skills 

workshop.  

Firstly they were greeted by student 

ambassadors who showed them round the 

Perry Library and its impressive facilities. The 

students were then instructed by the librarian 

into the workings of the online catalogue, how 

to search effectively for information using 

databases, and how to find books and journals 

on the library shelves. Whilst there, the 

students carried out their own research related 

to their coursework which they were able to 

take away with them at the end of the session.  

The first group to go on the trip in January 

were Ms Sankar‟s Health and Social Care 

students, followed the next month by Mr 

Fiberesima‟s Engineering students. The research 

skills the students learned will play an important 

part in helping them achieve better results.  

The plan is for the students to return to be 

registered as library users allowing them to 

become temporary university students, enabling 

them to access the LSBU library facilities.  

Following on from the success of this initial visit, 

the school library hopes to organise other 

sessions for the sixth form at LSBU and the 

British Library next term.  

Visit to Southbank University Library 

The international law firm Shearman & Sterling 

have teamed up with Walworth Academy Sixth 

Form to offer advice, support and guidance to 

our students in many areas of their work: 

ranging from ICT, Finance and Human 

Resources amongst others.  

Our students worked in small groups focusing 

on their preferred career choice with many 

students taking up the opportunity to network 

and seek out work experience placements. 

Thanks to Lois Gordon and her colleagues.  

Shearman & Sterling  
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Crafting Confidence  
Our year 12 students were invited to 

Cambridge University for a workshop called 

Crafting Confidence run by Glowinkowski 

International.  

The students had to first complete an online 

questionnaire with over 150 questions about 

themselves! Todd Landman (an academic 

magician) and Hilary Lane (a former teacher 

turned trainer) then ran workshops which were 

aimed at giving students an insight into their 

individual personalities and how to develop 

confidence and a positive attitude.  

After a fantastic lunch current Cambridge 

undergraduates lead a guided tour around the 

campus. Hilary Lane commented “The students 

were a joy to work with; engaging, thoughtful, 

friendly, polite, and mature; they threw 

themselves wholeheartedly into the activities of 

the day”.  

The year 12 students returned to London after 

a long day; enlightened, positive and with a 

deeper understanding of themselves.  

A big thank you to Todd and Hilary. 

Every week Walworth Academy Sixth Formers hear 

from a different guest speaker with many also 

offering network opportunities for  work placements  

which are  hard to find in the current economic 

climate. 

 

Recently we had a visit from T-Poll, a 

Consumer Insight (formerly Market Research) 

company.  They  worked alongside our Sixth 

Form staff to produce an on line survey looking  

at transition from year 11 to year 12.   

 

The students completed the questionnaire and  

listened avidly to the results: a smaller group 

took part in an on line chat room afterwards in 

order to provide more qualitative data. When 

asked, “If you 

could go back 

in a time 

machine what 

would you have 

done 

differently?” 

One student 

responded: 

“Read more 

often, revise 
more from the 

start, read 

around the 

subjects before 

I made my 

choices.” 

Guest Speakers 
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Make the news……. 
If you’d like to join the Press Team to assist with 
the next Walworth Academy  newsletter please 
contact Mr Overill. 

Find us online: 
www.walworthacademy.org 

Principal‟s Reading Challenge 

 
Pupil Name 

Books 

Read 

1 Nii - Addo Engmann  81 

2 Mohamed Mirzaie 75 

3 Jordan Oyetunde 51 

4 Alfred Senda 45 

5 Darrieal Ramku 36 

6 Ahmed Roble 30 

7 Yahya Targan 30 

8 Jimmy Howard 28 

9 Maggie Dang 26 

10 Nesrin Adair 24 

 

Congratulations to all our readers who have read and reviewed an exceptional number of books. 

Each student has to demonstrate their knowledge of the book by taking an electronic quiz. 


