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BE THE BEST THAT YOU CAN BE
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“ The Principal’s 
dynamic 
leadership has 
generated rapid 
improvements 
in many areas of 
the academy’s 
work.” 
Ofsted 2014
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Welcome from the Principal
Dear Parent or Carer,

I am proud to be the principal at Walworth Academy and am determined to ensure that 
we provide the highest quality education for all our students. Our unrelenting goal is to 
continually improve the learning and progress of students and to enrich their experience with 
exceptional opportunities unique to Walworth Academy.

We are an ambitious and caring academy with an unrelenting drive for excellence in ourselves 
and for your child. We know our parents want the same.

We are always aspirational for your child and never complacent.
Our commitment to your child is:

l High-quality teaching and learning to ensure the highest grades for your child
l A seven-year education and curriculum that will prepare your child for the best 

universities 
l A robust assessment process which keeps you well-informed about your child’s progress 
l High-quality enrichment opportunities through a wide range of activities
l Educational opportunities beyond the typical curriculum 
l Continually high expectations of your child in his or her behaviour, attitude to learning 

and quality of work – no excuses

We will challenge and stretch our students and we will praise them when they achieve our 
expectations.

Our mission and purpose is your child’s success.

Signed

Yvonne Powell OBE
Principal
Walworth Academy
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Our goal is to provide an outstanding education for your child, so that every 
child can choose to go to university.

We recognise the potential in our students and our expectations are exceedingly high –
NO EXCUSES.

This means:

l That every child achieves the highest grades and rates of progress 
l Students’ learning and experience provide depth before breadth 
l Strong achievement in English and maths provide the platform for every student’s 

lifelong learning
l Students develop into confident, articulate and well-rounded citizens
l Our academy is a safe and harmonious environment with excellent behaviour and a 

stimulating and exciting learning experience.

Our aims

Princess Year 10
I want to study 
medicine at 
university.
We are ambitious and 
Walworth Academy is 
very supportive.



Our family ethos and core values are central to our students’ and Walworth 
Academy’s success.

The best families care for their members and in return expect whole-hearted contributions and 
participation from each member.  This is what family means to us.

COMMITMENT  
ASPIRATION 
RESILIENCE 
EXCELLENCE
SELF-MANAGEMENT 

The pastoral and academic life of the academy ensures that every student’s academic and 
emotional needs are met quickly and effectively.  Our structure facilitates strong working 
relationships with parents from year 7 to year 13.
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Family ethos and core values

“ The pastoral 
care and 
support for 
students is 
outstanding.” 
Ofsted 2014
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The academy approach is “depth before breath”: top grades require a deep 
and secure knowledge.

Our students are expected to exceed national expectations: we expect them to achieve 
well above the national averages. Our curriculum secures high rates of progress and high 
outcomes.

Students are formally assessed five times each year, two of these consisting of formal written 
examination and these assessments are reported to parents.  

Our students will have exceptional opportunities and will participate in numerous university 
workshops, visits and residentials, particularly with King’s College London, Oxford and 
Cambridge, Imperial College London and others. Similarly our High Attainers will also be 
tutored by PhD graduates. Between year 7 and year 13 our students are well prepared for 
university and the world of work which includes work-related experiences with JP Morgan, 
PWC, Sherman and Stirling, State Street and many other international corporations.

Similarly, students who need extra support to develop basic literacy and numeracy skills are 
well supported through small group teaching and a personalised curriculum.

Achievement and curriculum
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“ Students behave well and all of them 
get on well together … students 
mature into confident young adults.” 
Ofsted 2014
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Walworth Academy has a comprehensive programme of support to enable 
every student to achieve their full potential.

The academy provides enriching opportunities for young people to participate in a broad 
range of sporting, musical and creative experiences such as LAMDA – London Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Art.  

Three times a year there is a Deep Learning Week, when the curriculum is suspended and 
students have the opportunity to engage in new and exciting experiences. This includes 
working with a range of outside agencies, visits and trips as well as addressing social and 
political issues.

Our Saturday ‘booster’ classes and weekend residentials focus on study skills and exam 
techniques and enable an extended school week. GCSE clubs run after school and the library is 
open, every evening and before school, for private study or homework.

Tuition and access to GCSE exams are available in many additional languages including Arabic, 
Chinese, German, Greek, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish and Turkish.  

Our visionOur enrichment

Walworth Academy in 
Macbeth at the Shaw 
Theatre during the 
Shakespeare Schools 
Festival
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We have a highly successful induction process for all our new year 7 students. Our strong 
partnership with our primary schools ensures a smooth and successful transition into 
secondary school. As well as a thorough induction during their year 6 summer term, we 
provide a summer school for many of our new year 7 students. Our extensive primary school 
programme means that many students will have already worked with us from year 5 and are 
therefore very familiar with our Academy.

Walworth Academy’s sixth form
From the moment you join Walworth Academy sixth form you are encouraged to develop 
skills and habits essential to successful applications to university and an aspirational career 
path. The courses we offer are designed to give students a wide choice of university courses 
and to ensure access to the top universities, Russell Group and 1994 Group. Similarly, 
the extensive and high quality enrichment programme provides students with essential 
communication, problem solving and thinking skills.

From primary to secondary to sixth form

Jackson Year 10
I want to be an 
engineer.
The teachers at 
Walworth Academy 
are excellent and 
kind.
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“ Subject specialists are delivering 
sixth form lessons and learning is 
always good and much outstanding.” 
Ofsted 2014
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“ The quality of care for students’ health 
and well-being is second to none.” 
Ofsted 2014
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Walworth Academy is a unique learning community aiming for continual 
progress and achievement. Strong relationships and excellent teaching, 
within a culture of praise for effort and progress, are at the core of what  
we do.

Within our disciplined community, we:

l Expect all students and staff to aim for excellence
l Celebrate and reward effort and achievement.

Praise is a crucial element of our ethos.  Rewards create a positive ethos in the academy. 
As well as rewarding students for 100% attendance and punctuality, we reward work of 
high quality, improving on past achievements and consistent hard work and service to the 
community.

Similarly, our NO EXCUSES attitude insists on excellent behaviour and attitude to learning.

Pastoral care
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The partnership between home and school is critical to our students’ 
success.

Our success and continuing progress is the result of and strong and aligned partnership with 
our parents because we want the same outcomes for your child.
We will: 

l Listen and work tirelessly for your child
l Keep you regularly informed about your child’s progress and welfare
l Tell you what your child will learn and how
l Use your feedback to further improve our practice.

We need our parents to ensure their child will meet all our expectations, to:

l Have 100% attendance and punctuality
l Be fully equipped every day and arrive with the right attitude for learning
l Display excellent behaviour and determination to achieve their best
l Respect and value other people, irrespective of difference
l Show respect for the learning of other
l Work collaboratively with other students
l Listen and talk to resolve conflict.

Partnership with parents

Caitlin Year 9
I want to become an 
actress. Walworth 
Academy is inspiring 
and gives me hope 
for the future.
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From our Chair of Governors
Dear Parent or Carer,

I know how important it is to choose the right secondary school for your children. Ofsted said the 
following things about Walworth Academy when the school was inspected in October 2014:

l Students behave well and all of them get on well together. The vast majority are ambitious 
and work hard in lessons;

l Students make good progress in practically all their lessons and standards are rising rapidly;
l The pastoral care and support for students are outstanding. Students value the safety and 

security the academy gives them. They and their parents and carers appreciate its valuable 
work in the community;

l Students enjoy academy life;
l The range of subjects taught is innovative. Provision for students’ spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development is strong. Health and safety issues which students encounter outside 
school are tackled head-on and fearlessly by the academy; 

l The sixth form is good. It has been transformed during the last couple of years. Students 
study carefully balanced combinations of subjects which prepare them well for their future 
lives. Students mature into confident young adults.  

  

As you can see, Walworth Academy is already a good school and the Governors and I are determined 
to do everything we can to support the Principal and her staff to make it truly outstanding.

The school has a respected place in our community. We have splendid new buildings with first class 
facilities. Our students achieve well at GCSE, exceeding national attainment. 

Most importantly, Walworth Academy is a place where young people can forge new ambitions and 
fulfil their potential. Our high aspirations and expectations for every student are matched by the 
support and resources we provide for them to achieve their goals.

I hope you find the prospectus useful and look forward to welcoming you and your children to 
Walworth Academy.

Anthony Williams
Chair of Governors
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The Ark Network
Walworth Academy is proud to be part of the Ark family – a network of over 30 
high-achieving schools across Birmingham, Hastings, London and Portsmouth. 
Each of us has our own unique character and ethos but we all share the same mission – 
to ensure that every child, regardless of their background, has the opportunity to go to a 
good university or into the career of their choice. 

A strong focus on teaching and learning has seen Ark get some of the best results in the 
country – at primary, GCSE and A level – but we are about more than just exam results. 
We want our young people to develop far beyond the classroom which is why we offer 
a whole host of exciting extra-curricular activities. Highlights include network-wide 
sports events, performing for packed crowds at our annual Music Gala and Shakespeare 
Schools Festival, taking part in work experience with some of the UK’s biggest 
companies and summer schools at top universities. 

We are also extremely proud to be working across the globe – including partnering with 
a not-for-profit school network in Uganda and opening our very first Ark school in India. 
We take what works well in our UK schools and adapt it to the local context.  
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Walworth Academy is a non-selective school with no religious affiliations and serves children of 
all abilities. Applications for admission should be made online on Southwark Council’s Common 
Application Form (CAF). Where there are more applications than places available our current 
admissions policy is as follows. Priority is given to students with statements of special educational 
needs. The remaining places are then offered in the following order of priority:

l Children who are in public care.
l Children of a staff member who fills a post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage 

as approved by Ark Schools. (This priority is limited to no more than one place in each form of 
entry in any year.)

l Children who have a sibling who already attends the school and who will continue to do so on 
the date of admission (for this purpose “sibling” means is a whole, half or step-brother or step-
sister or an adopted child resident at the same address).

l Children of staff in the school may also receive priority where the parent has been employed in 
the academy for two or more years at the time of the application for admission is made (that is 
the year before admission). Priority is limited to no more than one place for each form of entry 
in any year. 

l Children who live closest to the school using a straight line distance from the main entrance of 
the academy to the main entrance to the child’s home.

The school keeps a waiting list to fill any casual vacancies occurring if students leave during the 
academic year or withdraw from a place that has been offered.

APPEALS
Parents/Carers/Legal Guardians who are not offered a place for their child are entitled to appeal to an 
independent committee under the provisions of the School Standards and Framework Act. Parents/
Carers/Legal Guardians wishing to appeal should complete an appeals form, available from the school 
office or from the Ark Admissions Team, Ark Schools, 65 Kingsway, London WC2B 6TD. 

For further information on this, please see our website www.walworthacademy.org 
or contact the Admissions Co-ordinator at the academy.

In-Year Admissions
For admissions outside the normal round for Years 7 and 12, please contact the Admissions  
Co-ordinator at the Academy, or go to www.walworthacademy.org/admissions-policy 

Admissions

All details in this prospectus are correct at the time of going to press, September 2015



Walworth Academy
Shorncliffe Road
London SE1 5UJ
Tel (020) 7450 9570
Fax: (020) 7450 9571
Email: learn@walworthacademy.org
www.walworthacademy.org

AN SCHOOL

Walworth Academy, Shorncliffe Road, London SE1 5UJ
Tel: (0207) 450 9570 Fax: (0207) 450 9571 Email: learn@walworthacademy.org www.walworthacademy.org
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