
BE THE BEST THAT YOU CAN BE

Walworth Academy



The ARK Schools network
Walworth Academy is part of the ARK Schools network.

ARK Schools is an education charity and a leading academy operator. Its aim is to 
create outstanding community schools that give every pupil the opportunity at 18 to 
go to university or pursue the career of their choice. ARK’s 27 schools include primary, 
secondary and all-through academies. 

To ensure our students’ success ARK schools prioritise six key principles:

l  High expectations
l  Excellent teaching
l  Exemplary behaviour
l  Depth before breadth
l  More time for learning
l  Knowing every child.



A great deal has changed since Walworth Academy first opened in 2007. 

The school has a respected place in our community. We have splendid new buildings with first 
class facilities. Our students’ achieve well at GCSE, exceeding national and local attainment, 
and their progress in English and mathematics is particularly strong. Our new sixth form has 
sent its first student to Oxford and others to well known universities.  

As Ofsted said, Walworth “is transforming the lives of the students who attend the 
academy. These students share a sense of self-worth, of responsibility, of pride in their 
achievements and of determination”.

Most importantly, Walworth Academy is a place where young people can forge new ambitions 
and fulfil their potential. Our high aspirations and expectations for every student are matched 
by the support and resources we provide for them to achieve their goals.

On behalf of the governors, I want to say how proud we are of the success Walworth 
Academy has had since opening.  We now want it to do even better and will do whatever we 
can to help it become a truly outstanding school.

I hope you find the prospectus useful and look forward to welcoming you and your children to 
Walworth Academy.

Anthony Williams
Chair of Governors
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From our Chair of Governors



In July 2010, Ofsted judged Walworth Academy to be “a good school with outstanding capacity 
to improve” in its first full inspection since the academy opened in 2007.

The inspectors said: “Walworth Academy is in the business of transformation. It has transformed 
itself and is now a good and rapidly improving school whose students make good progress 
academically and great leaps in their personal development. Most importantly it is transforming 
the lives of the students who attend the academy.”

Students told the inspectors that: “It is hard to believe the improvements that have been made 
in our progress and our behaviour” and that “Nothing is impossible – it doesn’t matter about your 
background.” Ofsted said that: “Students across the academy stress their commitment to the 
academy’s motto: ‘Be the best that you can be’.”

The inspectors singled out: “the significant successes that have been achieved in rapidly 
increasing the rate of progress made by students; significantly improving attendance; widening 
horizons; ... raising aspirations; and preparing students for the next phase of their education. .... 
The quality of care, guidance and support offered to students is outstanding.”

They concluded that: “The academy improvement plan is sharp, tightly focused and entirely 
appropriate. Progress against this is carefully monitored and evaluated. The overall trajectory 
is one of fast improvement and leaders have thus demonstrated that the academy’s capacity to 
improve is outstanding.”
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“A good school – outstanding capacity to improve”

Kemi Year 10
I hope to go into 
law or medicine. My 
teachers are always 
eager to help and I 
enjoy the trips and 
activities.
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Welcome from the Principal
Dear Parent or Carer

I am proud to be the principal at Walworth Academy and am determined to ensure that 
we provide the highest quality education for all our students.  Our unrelenting goal is to 
continually improve the learning and progress of students and to enrich their experience with 
exceptional opportunities unique to Walworth Academy.

We are always aspirational for your child and never complacent.

Our commitment to your child is:

l High quality teaching and learning to accelerate your child’s progress;
l  A seven-year education and curriculum that will prepare your child for the best 

universities – or other appropriate courses after the age of eighteen;
l  A robust assessment process which keeps you well informed about your child’s progress 

and enables us to match our teaching to your child’s needs;
l  High quality enrichment opportunities in music, sport and other areas;
l  Educational opportunities beyond the typical curriculum, such as University summer 

schools and our Brilliant Club, where our students work with postgraduate doctoral 
students;

l  High expectations of your child in his or her behaviour, attitude to learning and quality 
of work.

We will challenge and stretch our students and we will praise them when they achieve our 
expectations.

Our mission and purpose is your child’s success.

Yvonne Powell
Principal
Walworth Academy
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Kevin Year 10
I want to study 
engineering or 
physics at university. 
I enjoy being the 
drummer in our band.

Our goal is to provide an outstanding education for your child.  

We recognise the potential in our students and our targets for their attainment and progress 
are exceedingly high. But we know we can achieve these aspirational goals:

l That every child achieves the highest grades and rates of progress that enable them 
to continue their education at high quality universities or to continue training towards 
their choice of employment;

l A curriculum which provides depth before breadth and therefore enables ‘deep’ 
learning in the subjects;

l Strong achievement in English and maths to provide the platform for every student’s 
lifelong learning;

l Small schools where every student is well known, supported and develops into a 
confident, articulate and well-rounded citizen;

l A safe and harmonious environment with excellent behaviour and a stimulating and 
exciting learning experience.

So we have some clear and simple expectations of all our students. All students must:

l Attend school every day and on time. We expect 100% attendance and punctuality;
l Be fully equipped for lessons every day and arrive with the right attitude for learning;
l Display excellent behaviour and determination to achieve their best;
l Respect and value other people, irrespective of difference;
l Show respect for the learning of others;
l Work collaboratively with other students;
l Listen and talk to resolve conflict.

Our vision



Our small schools are central to our students’ and Walworth Academy’s 
success.

In January 2010, we moved into our new school buildings. They provide excellent facilities 
for core academic and specialist teaching, including engineering and technology, art, drama, 
music, PE and a wide range of sports. The whole school has been carefully designed to be 
light, friendly and accessible.

Our new school also facilitates our small schools strategy.

The pastoral and academic life of the academy is organised around six small schools:

l Each year group in years 7 to 11 forms its own small school with much of the teaching 
and learning taking place in each school’s designated area.

l The sixth form, years 12 and 13, also constitutes its own small school.

Each of these small schools has its own head of school and director of progress, under the 
leadership of the principal.

Our smaller schools ensure that every teacher can know each student well, ensuring that 
every student’s academic and emotional needs are met quickly and effectively. Smaller 
schools also enable closer and stronger working relationships with our parents.
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Partnership with parents 
The partnership between home 
and school is critical to our 
students’ success.

We work closely with parents to:

l  Explain what your child will 
learn, how and when;

l  Inform you regularly about 
your child’s progress and their 
targets in all subjects;

l  Inform you regularly about 
what your child must do to 
improve and meet their goals;

l  Communicate with you 
frequently, including through 
regular parents’ information 
evenings, so that we can  
listen to each other and work  
together to accelerate your 
child’s progress at the  
academy.

Small schools
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Achievement
ARK Schools is one of the best achieving groups of academies in the country in terms of 
student progress and Walworth is one of its best achieving academies. Our students exceed 
national average attainment at GCSE and our aim is to further strengthen achievement 
every year. Please see the insertions at the back of the prospectus for detailed, current 
achievements. 

We are rated as “Good” with “Outstanding capacity to improve” by Ofsted (July 2010). 
This is a measure of the imaginative and purposeful drive for the success of our students that 
characterises Walworth Academy.

Walworth is a specialist maths academy.
Walworth Academy’s mathematics specialism is shared by all ARK academies. Staff and 
students benefit from network-wide resources, challenges and expertise. We believe children 
should be at ease with numbers, and we want our students to develop a sound mathematical 
understanding while enjoying the creative and practical applications of mathematics. Our 
record in teaching maths is outstanding and our students exceed national GCSE attainment 
every year.

We plan students’ progression in maths from KS2 right through to sixth form. We aim to 
provide a tailored programme for students with special aptitude in mathematics that will take 
them on to Further Maths at ‘A’ Level and prepare them for the most demanding courses at 
University.

Music Scholarships
We offer year 7 music scholarships which provide free instrument tuition for successful 
applicants each year. Please note that a scholarship award is provisional until a student 
has been allocated a place at Walworth Academy under the Co-ordinated Admissions 
Arrangements. Please see the insertions at the back of this prospectus for current details of 
these opportunities.

Achievement, specialism and scholarships

Esther Year 7
When I am older, 
I want to study 
nursing. The 
teachers always use 
interesting ways of 
teaching.
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Walworth Academy 
year 7 music 
scholarships provide 
free instrument 
tuition for a year.
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Depth before 
breadth means we 
quickly accelerate 
our students’ 
achievement 
in English and 
mathematics.
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The academy approach is “depth before breath”: the benefits of a broad 
curriculum depend on a sound foundation.
Our students are expected to reach or exceed the expected achievement in English and 
mathematics for their age as soon as possible. This provides an essential and strong 
foundation for every other subject and is critical for success at school and in life.

Our curriculum aims to ensure that every child achieves higher grades and for some this 
means that to achieve this goal, they will study fewer subjects.

To achieve this, we offer individualised support and give all students access to a range of 
qualifications. Further challenges are put in front of those showing the greater aptitude. Where 
appropriate, students spend time in smaller groups that focus on numeracy and literacy.

Our 14–19 programme provides exciting academic and vocational courses which students can 
follow through to examinations at 16+ and 18+. While we expect every student to achieve 
a high standard by the end of year 9, we will continue to support numeracy and literacy if 
students have not achieved their target levels. Our goal is to provide every student with the 
qualifications at 18+ to make real choices to go on to University or high potential vocational 
training. Our ambition in this area is an important aspect of the academy.

All our students benefit from specialist and dedicated staff, who ensure that lessons 
are designed to meet individual student needs, supported by high quality information 
technology, teaching and learning resources.

Students are more highly motivated and achieve more when they know understand 
their progress and their goals..

The academy uses a variety of tests, including SATs assessments and reading tests to group 
students and plan effective and appropriate teaching. This helps teachers to identify students 
requiring specialised support as well as maximising all our students’ potential.

In key stage 3, students are formally assessed six times each year. After each assessment we 
analyse the results so that we can then spot any problems early and tailor teaching to each 
child’s need and provide extra intervention where necessary.

We inform parents of their children’s progress through reports, parents’ evenings and target-
setting activities.

Our visionCurriculum and assessment

Eyinmisan Year 7
I want to go to Brunel 
University and be a 
scientist. Teachers 
listen to what you say 
and don’t move on 
until you understand. 
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Walworth Academy has a comprehensive programme of support to 
enable every student to achieve their full potential.

The academy provides residential and personal development activities and opportunities 
for young people to participate in and with their local community. Our comprehensive 
programme of after-school clubs and activities includes drama, basketball, football, netball, 
athletics, a debating society, dance and computer clubs.

To raise attainment, we provide additional academic support at Saturday and ‘booster’ classes 
and weekend residential events to focus on study skills and exam techniques. GCSE clubs in 
most subjects run after school and the libraries are open, every evening and before school, for 
private study or homework.

Students’ aspirations are further enriched by our partnership with Brunel University. We also 
take students to visit other universities, including Oxford and Cambridge.

Enrichment

Christina Year 8 
I enjoy the small 
schools in 
Walworth – we get to 
learn and explore a 
variety of subjects.
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The academy has 
excellent facilities 
for the teaching of 
science, technology 
and art.



12

Rumana Year 13
I hope to study 
sociology and 
criminology at 
university. There 
is always support 
available from 
teachers at Walworth 
whenever I need it.
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The best for every student
Our framework of targets and assessment means that every student understands their goals 
and what they need to do achieve them. This stretches and appropriately challenges our most 
able students. Mentoring schemes, such as Brilliant Club, provide a forum for our students 
to work with postgraduate doctoral students. In this way we prepare talented students for 
entry to the best universities from an early stage. Students also have opportunities to win 
scholarships to Russell Group universities.

The academy carefully identifies, assesses and supports students with special education 
needs in line with national guidelines. Individual Education Plans ensure effective provision, 
which is regularly modified to meet students’ differing needs. Support is given in small groups 
or withdrawal classes, delivered by a team of skilled teachers, learning support assistants and 
a specialist behaviour support worker. Our SEN provision aims to enable students to become 
as independent as possible.

EAL students benefit greatly from our emphasis on the core curriculum, gaining extra support 
until they reach the expected English attainment for their age.

Through careful assessment and a combination of small induction classes, one-to-one 
teaching and strong support mechanisms in the classroom, our EAL students have full access 
to the school’s learning opportunities.

Stretching every student

Special Educational Needs

English as an Additional Language (EAL)

Bedewa Year 9
At Walworth, the 
teachers clearly state 
what they expect 
from you and stop at 
nothing to help you 
achieve that.



14

Walworth Academy is a unique learning community aiming for continual 
progress and achievement. Sound relationships and good teaching are at 
the core of what we do.

Within our disciplined community, we:

l value co-operation with parents, and
l celebrate and reward effort and achievement.

While every member of staff accepts responsibility for the academic and personal 
development of the student he or she teaches, immediate responsibility for students’ 
personal welfare rests with their form tutor who monitors academic progress and 
promotes students’ general wellbeing. The form tutors are supported by their Small School 
headteachers and directors of progress, and by the principal and other senior staff.

In all this we aim to work closely with parents. All families have a registration meeting with 
a senior member of staff to discuss and sign the Walworth Academy Working Agreement 
before entry to the academy. We encourage all parents to participate in and contribute to the 
Parents’ Forum.

Rewards create a positive ethos in the academy. As well as rewarding students for 100% 
attendance and punctuality, we reward work of high quality, improving on past achievements 
and consistent hard work and service to the community.

Assemblies celebrate students’ learning and other achievements, as does the annual prize 
giving ceremony.

Pastoral care

Louise Year 8
The teachers relate 
to us and understand 
the way we need to 
be taught. I enjoy the 
sense of family here.
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Walworth Academy has a well-developed process to support parents and 
students as children move from primary school into year 7.

We hold open days and evenings each Autumn Term, and encourage parents and year 6 
pupils to visit the academy and see our students at work. Parents can also meet the principal, 
teachers and current Walworth students.

Parents apply through the London-wide admissions system. Once secondary places are 
allocated in March, Walworth Academy contacts all parents whose children have been offered 
places and, in May and June, arranges meetings where each family is welcomed and can 
discuss their and our expectations for their child’s education with a senior staff member.

We run booster classes for targeted children in the summer term and a summer school during 
the summer holiday. These programmes are reviewed annually to meet the needs of the 
children who will join the academy each September. 

At the July Induction Day our new students meet some of their teachers and future school 
friends. Walworth Academy staff members also visit students at their primary schools.

Once students enter Year 7 a programme of meetings and events helps ensure that students 
and parents feel at home and enables us to get to know our new families well.

From primary to secondary school

Jennifer Year 8
I want to go to 
university to study 
music. We work in 
groups which helps 
us to learn from each 
other.
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Walworth Academy is a non-selective school with no religious affiliations and serves 
children of all abilities. Applications for admission must be made on Southwark Council’s 
Common Application Form (CAF). Where there are more applications than places available 
our admissions policy from September 2014 is as follows. Priority is given to students 
with statements of special educational needs. The remaining places are then offered in the 
following order of priority:

l Children who are in public care.
l Children of a staff member who fills a post for which there is a demonstrable skill 

shortage as approved by ARK Schools. (This priority is limited to no more than one place 
in each form of entry in any year.)

l Children who have a sibling who already attends the school and who will continue to do 
so on the date of admission (for this purpose “sibling” means is a whole, half or step-
brother or step-sister or an adopted child resident at the same address).

l Children of staff in the school may also receive priority where the parent has been 
employed in the academy for two or more years at the time of the application for 
admission is made (that is the year before admission). Priority is limited to no more 
than one place for each form of entry in any year. 

l Children who live closest to the school using a straight line distance from the main 
entrance of the academy to the main entrance to the child’s home.

The school keeps a waiting list to fill any casual vacancies occurring if students leave during 
the academic year or withdraw from a place that has been offered.

APPEALS
Parents/Carers/Legal Guardians who are not offered a place for their child are entitled to 
appeal to an independent committee under the provisions of the School Standards and 
Framework Act. Parents/Carers/Legal Guardians wishing to appeal should complete an appeals 
form, available from the school office or from the ARK Admissions Team, ARK Schools, 65 
Kingsway, London WC2B 6TD. 

For further information on this, please see our website www.walworthacademy.org 
or contact the Admissions Co-ordinator at the academy.

Admissions

Samuel Year 7
The teachers help you 
if you have a problem 
with anything. It 
is a comfortable 
environment where 
anyone can fit in.

Details correct at time of going to press, September 2013
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Walworth Academy
Shorncliffe Road
London SE1 5UJ
Tel (020) 7450 9570
Fax: (020) 7450 9571
Email: learn@walworthacademy.org
www.walworthacademy.org

AN SCHOOL

Walworth Academy, Shorncliffe Road, London SE1 5UJ
Tel: (0207) 450 9570 Fax: (0207) 450 9571 Email: learn@walworthacademy.org www.walworthacademy.org
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